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Bill Reid and the Haida Canoe
Northwest Coast peoples were maritime engineers who mastered the art of building dugout canoes from
gigantic red cedars, using only tools made from bone, stone, and wood. Ubiquitous, these elegant craft were
used for everyday and ceremonial purposes, for fishing, hunting and trading, for feasting and potlatching,
and in warfare—they were the keys that unlocked the treasure chest of the North Pacific.

Bill Reid and the Haida Canoe tells the story of the Northwest Canoe from its zenith in pre-contact times,
through its decline in the late nineteenth century, to its revival in Lootaas (Wave Eater) which Bill Reid built
for Expo '86, to its culmination with the Tribal Canoe Journeys of the twenty-first century and The Spirit of
Haida Gwaii sculptures. Bill Reid expressed awe for the traditional Haida canoe and what it represents
visually, symbolically, and culturally. In his words, "Western art starts with the figure—West Coast Indian
art starts with the canoe."

The successive journeys of Lootaas were significant stages in Bill Reid's work, which culminated with the
iconic sculpture The Spirit of Haida Gwaii, a monumental bronze canoe filled to overflowing with creatures
of Haida mythology (currently featured on the Canadian twenty-dollar bill). As a final creative act Bill Reid
requested that, at the end of his life, his ashes be transported in Lootaas paddled by a crew of his Haida
friends and relatives to Tanu, his grandmother's village in Gwaii Haanas.

The story is told through writings and artworks by Bill Reid, vivid photographs by Phillip Hersee, Ulli
Steltzer, Robert Semeniuk and others, texts by James Raffan, Martine J. Reid, and Mike Robinson and first-
hand accounts by First Nations paddlers.

Bill Reid and the Haida Canoe is a companion book to the Bill Reid and the Haida Canoe exhibition
mounted by the Bill Reid Gallery of Northwest Coast Art and touring to the Canadian Canoe Museum in
Peterborough, Ontario.
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From reader reviews:

John White:

The knowledge that you get from Bill Reid and the Haida Canoe is a more deep you digging the information
that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard
to be aware of but Bill Reid and the Haida Canoe giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys
their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read that because the author of this e-book
is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having this specific Bill Reid and the Haida Canoe instantly.

Erica Rawlins:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their ability
in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this Bill Reid
and the Haida Canoe.

Bernard Kovach:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Bill Reid and the Haida Canoe your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every
word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of.
The Bill Reid and the Haida Canoe giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts
but also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like
winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Janice Garcia:

Beside this specific Bill Reid and the Haida Canoe in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh
from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to
have Bill Reid and the Haida Canoe because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you
have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!
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