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The war between the United States and Mexico was decades in the making. Although Texas was an
independent republic from 1836 to 1845, Texans retained an affiliation with the United States that virtually
assured annexation at some point. Mexico's reluctance to give up Texas put it on a collision course with the
United States.

The Mexican War receives scant treatment in books. Most historians approach the conflict as if it were a
mere prelude to the Civil War. The Mexican cession of 1848, however, rivaled the Louisiana Purchase in
importance for the sheer amount of territory acquired by the United States. The dispute over slavery-which
had been rendered largely academic by the Missouri Compromise-burst forth anew as Americans now faced
the realization that they must make a decision over the institution's future. The political battle over the status
of slavery in these new territories was the direct cause of the Crisis of 1850 and ignited sectional differences
in the decade that followed.

In Crisis in the Southwest: The United States, Mexico, and the Struggle over Texas, Richard Bruce Winders
provides a concise, accessible overview of the Mexican War and argues that the Mexican War led directly to
the Civil War by creating a political and societal crisis that drove a wedge between the North and the South.
While on the surface the enemy was Mexico, in reality Americans were at odds with one another over the
future of the nation, as the issue of annexation threatened to upset the balance between free and slave states.

Winders also explains the military connections between the Mexican War and Civil War, since virtually
every important commander in the Civil War-including Lee, Stonewall Jackson, Grant, McClellan, and
Longstreet-gained his introduction to combat in Mexico. These connections are enormously significant to the
way in which these generals waged war, since it was in the Mexican War that they learned their trade.

Crisis in the Southwest provides readers with a clear understanding of the Mexican War and its relationship
to the chain of events that ultimately led to the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

William Chapman:

This book untitled Crisis in the Southwest: The United States, Mexico, and the Struggle over Texas (The
American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era) to be one of several books this best seller in this year,
here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind
of book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is
no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

John Richey:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
Crisis in the Southwest: The United States, Mexico, and the Struggle over Texas (The American Crisis
Series: Books on the Civil War Era) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
single aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word
written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get
ahead of. The Crisis in the Southwest: The United States, Mexico, and the Struggle over Texas (The
American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era) giving you yet another experience more than blown
away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Linda Barefoot:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Crisis in the Southwest: The United States,
Mexico, and the Struggle over Texas (The American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era) e-book
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty Crisis in the Southwest: The United States,
Mexico, and the Struggle over Texas (The American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era) as good
book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its
handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Jose Rivera:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. That Crisis in the Southwest: The United States, Mexico, and the
Struggle over Texas (The American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era) can give you a lot of pals
because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an



interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great
folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Crisis in the Southwest: The United States, Mexico, and the Struggle
over Texas (The American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era).
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