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In Energy at the Crossroads, Vaclav Smil considers the twenty-first century's crucial question: how to
reconcile the modern world's unceasing demand for energy with the absolute necessity to preserve the
integrity of the biosphere. With this book he offers a comprehensive, accessible guide to today's complex
energy issues -- how to think clearly and logically about what is possible and what is desirable in our energy
future.After a century of unprecedented production growth, technical innovation, and expanded
consumption, the world faces a number of critical energy challenges arising from unequal resource
distribution, changing demand patterns, and environmental limitations. The fundamental message of Energy
at the Crossroads is that our dependence on fossil fuels must be reduced not because of any imminent
resource shortages but because the widespread burning of oil, coal, and natural gas damages the biosphere
and presents increasing economic and security problems as the world relies on more expensive supplies and
Middle Eastern crude oil.Smil begins with an overview of the twentieth century's long-term trends and
achievements in energy production. He then discusses energy prices, the real cost of energy, and "energy
linkages" -- the effect energy issues have on the economy, on quality of life, on the environment, and in
wartime. He discusses the pitfalls of forecasting, giving many examples of failed predictions and showing
that unexpected events can disprove complex models. And he examines the pros and cons not only of fossil
fuels but also of alternative fuels such as hydroenergy, biomass energy, wind power, and solar power.
Finally, he considers the future, focusing on what really matters, what works, what is realistic, and which
outcomes are most desirable.
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From reader reviews:

Mary McKay:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you that Energy at the Crossroads: Global
Perspectives and Uncertainties (MIT Press) book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book
is greater than just a book.

Sandra McNulty:

The experience that you get from Energy at the Crossroads: Global Perspectives and Uncertainties (MIT
Press) could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get serious
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Energy at the Crossroads: Global
Perspectives and Uncertainties (MIT Press) giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point
in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is
well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you
for having this Energy at the Crossroads: Global Perspectives and Uncertainties (MIT Press) instantly.

Gloria Eller:

Precisely why? Because this Energy at the Crossroads: Global Perspectives and Uncertainties (MIT Press) is
an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you
with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I
had been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Teresa Propst:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Energy at the Crossroads: Global
Perspectives and Uncertainties (MIT Press) book written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt
Energy at the Crossroads: Global Perspectives and Uncertainties (MIT Press) as good book not only by the
cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you



still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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