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FirstSchool is a groundbreaking framework for teaching minority and low-income children. This work
discusses the research and practice to date that defines FirstSchool as a critical approach to closing the
achievement and opportunity gaps. Changing the conversation from improving test scores to improving
school experiences, it features lessons learned from eight elementary schools whose leadership and staff
implemented sustainable changes in their classrooms and schools. The authors detail how to use education
research and data to provide a rationale for change; how to promote professional learning that is genuinely
collaborative and respectful; and how to employ developmentally appropriate teaching strategies that focus
on the needs of minority and low-income children.

“We can greatly benefit from applying the knowledge, experience, and wisdom of the authors of this
important book to reforming early schooling, teaching, and learning for our most vulnerable children and
thereby keep the promise of American democracy—namely, a level playing field and a chance to succeed
fully on one’s merits. As a nation we cannot continue to tolerate failure or make excuses when examples
such as FirstSchool suggest a proven way forward.”
—From the Foreword by Aisha Ray, Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs, Dean of Faculty, Erikson
Institute

“Sharon Ritchie and Laura Gutmann have written a terrific book. FirstSchool is one of the few volumes that
provides the details of this important educational innovation—a redesign of the pathway through which
children enter public education. Given the formative importance of these early years of schooling and child
development, this volume should be on the agenda of every school board meeting.”
—Robert Pianta, dean, Curry School of Education, director, Center for Advanced Study of Teaching and
Learning, University of Virginia

Book Features:

Case studies illustrating developmentally appropriate practices that can be applied across varied PreK–3●

contexts.
Key principles used by FirstSchool and its partners to reinvigorate the professionalism of teachers.●

Concrete guidance for choosing and using relevant data, enriching the curriculum, improving instruction,●

and developing home-school partnerships.

Contributors: Cindy Bagwell, Richard M. Clifford, Carolyn T. Cobb, Gisele M. Crawford, Diane M. Early, 
Sandra C. García, Cristina Gillanders, Adam L. Holland, Iheoma U. Iruka, Jenille Morgan, Sam Oertwig

Sharon Ritchie is the director of FirstSchool at the Frank Porter Graham Child Development Institute at the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Laura Gutmann is a research assistant for the FirstSchool
project with experience in nonprofit management and early childhood education.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Perkins:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book FirstSchool: Transforming PreK-3rd Grade for African
American, Latino, and Low-Income Children (Early Childhood Education Series). You can choose the best
book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book FirstSchool:
Transforming PreK-3rd Grade for African American, Latino, and Low-Income Children (Early Childhood
Education Series). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely
right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will
be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to
open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up
to go to the library. Let's study.

James Mendoza:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take FirstSchool: Transforming PreK-3rd Grade for
African American, Latino, and Low-Income Children (Early Childhood Education Series) as the daily
resource information.

Keith Barnett:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept FirstSchool:
Transforming PreK-3rd Grade for African American, Latino, and Low-Income Children (Early Childhood
Education Series) suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled
FirstSchool: Transforming PreK-3rd Grade for African American, Latino, and Low-Income Children (Early
Childhood Education Series)is a single of several books which everyone read now. This particular book was
inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you
ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily
to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about this
world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Bryan Lopez:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book



has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The FirstSchool: Transforming PreK-3rd Grade for African American, Latino, and Low-Income Children
(Early Childhood Education Series) provide you with new experience in looking at a book.
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