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George Gershwin lived his life with delight and vitality, but with melancholy as well, for he was unable to
make a place for himself--no family of his own and no real home in music._x000B__x000B_He and his
siblings received little love from their mother and no direction from their father. The closest George came to
domesticity was his longtime affair with fellow composer Kay Swift. But she remained married to another
man while he went endlessly from woman to woman. Only in the final hours of his life did he realize how
much he needed her. Fatally ill, unprotected by (and perhaps estranged from) his older brother Ira, he was
exiled by Ira's hard-edged wife Leonore from the house that she and the brothers shared, and he died horribly
and alone at the age of thirty-eight._x000B__x000B_Nor did Gershwin find a satisfying musical harbor. For
years his genius could be expressed only in the ephemeral world of show business, as his brilliance as a
composer of large-scale works went unrecognized by highbrow music critics. When he resolved this
quandary with his opera Porgy and Bess, critics were unable to understand or validate it. Decades would pass
before his most ambitious composition was universally regarded as one of music's lasting treasures and
before his stature as a great composer became secure._x000B__x000B_In this book, Walter Rimler makes
use of fresh sources, including newly discovered letters by Kay Swift as well as correspondence between and
interviews with intimates of Ira and Leonore Gershwin. It is written with spirited prose and contains more
than two dozen photographs.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Sena:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of George Gershwin: An
Intimate Portrait (Music in American Life) book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Eugene Flowers:

This George Gershwin: An Intimate Portrait (Music in American Life) usually are reliable for you who want
to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this George Gershwin: An Intimate Portrait (Music in
American Life) can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book
is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this George Gershwin: An Intimate Portrait (Music in American Life) giving you an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful
in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Paula Daniels:

This George Gershwin: An Intimate Portrait (Music in American Life) is great e-book for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we
can claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having George Gershwin: An Intimate Portrait (Music in American Life) in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you
world with ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good reading book.
Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Tonya Quick:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also



soon. The George Gershwin: An Intimate Portrait (Music in American Life) provide you with a new
experience in looking at a book.
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