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This book is a study of polyandry, wife-selling, and a variety of related practices in China during the Qing
dynasty (1644-1912). By analyzing over 1200 legal cases from local and central court archives, Matthew
Sommer explores the functions played by marriage, sex, and reproduction in the survival strategies of the
rural poor under conditions of overpopulation, worsening sex ratios, and shrinking farm sizes. Polyandry and
wife-selling represented opposite ends of a spectrum of strategies. At one end, polyandry was a means to
keep the family together by expanding it. A woman would bring in a second husband in exchange for his
help supporting her family. In contrast, wife sale was a means to survive by breaking up a family: a husband
would secure an emergency infusion of cash while his wife would escape poverty and secure a fresh start
with another man.

Even though Qing law prohibited both practices under the rubric "illicit sexual relations," Sommer shows
how magistrates charged with propagating and enforcing a fundamentalist Confucian vision of female
chastity tried to cope with their social reality in the face of daunting poverty. This contradiction illuminates
both the pragmatism of routine adjudication and the increasingly dysfunctional nature of the dynastic state in
the face of mounting social crisis. By casting a spotlight on the rural poor and the experiences of both men
and women, Sommer provides an alternative to the standard paradigms of women’s history that have long
dominated scholarship on gender and sexuality in late imperial China.
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From reader reviews:

Wendell Darnell:

This Polyandry and Wife-Selling in Qing Dynasty China: Survival Strategies and Judicial Interventions
usually are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this
Polyandry and Wife-Selling in Qing Dynasty China: Survival Strategies and Judicial Interventions can be on
the list of great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed
you actually with information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely
handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones.
Beside that this Polyandry and Wife-Selling in Qing Dynasty China: Survival Strategies and Judicial
Interventions giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking
that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Patricia Stokes:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is actually Polyandry and Wife-Selling in Qing Dynasty China: Survival Strategies and
Judicial Interventions.

Shane Hamilton:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Polyandry and Wife-Selling in Qing
Dynasty China: Survival Strategies and Judicial Interventions, you can enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout
people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Kathy Lloyd:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of book Polyandry
and Wife-Selling in Qing Dynasty China: Survival Strategies and Judicial Interventions. You can contribute
your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from
one destination for a other place.
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