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A clear and concise overview of the life and work of the immensely influential but little understood
eighteenth-century mystic-scientist Emanuel Swedenborg.

“Lachman identifies all the roles Swedenborg inhabited (spiritual thinker, psychic, scientist, inventor,
statesman, traveler, and possibly even spy) and does an exceptionally good job of suggesting why this little-
known polymath deserves more substantial critical attention.” – The Independent on Sunday (UK)

It is difficult to imagine modern Western alternative spirituality without the influence of Swedish scientist
and mystic Emanuel Swedenborg (1688-1772).  Every movement in alternative spirituality – from mental-
healing and Spiritualism to New Age mysticism and the twelve-step recovery movement – owes an
immeasurable debt to the ideas he exploded upon the Western world.

Yet Swedenborg’s work can be challenging for modern readers. His influence, everywhere at once, is
difficult to get a handle on. Now, however, Gary Lachman provides an accessible, lively, and masterful
introduction to the life and ideas of this spiritual giant.  Lachman takes us to Swedenborg’s roots as brilliant
rationalist and scientist who, well into mid-life, began to experience visions of other realms. From this point
Swedenborg produced an extraordinary range of writings based on his out-of-body experiences, in which he
related encounters with angels, other-planetary beings, and “the world of spirits.”

As Lachman explores, Swedenborg’s work opened up a radically liberal and refreshing ideal of religion. The
great mystic saw humanity, and all of nature, as phenomena emerging from the “spiritual world,” and man as
a vessel for divine influences.  This vision inspired Western seekers to see man as a product of spiritual
phenomena, and thus a being intimately connected with the cosmos. From this perspective grew bold new
ideas about channeling, spiritual healing, mystical experience, mediumship – a litany of concepts that
prefigured the revolutions in alternative and therapeutic spirituality.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Cadena:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own
spare time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book titled
Swedenborg: An Introduction to His Life and Ideas? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside
you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with
the opinion or you have different opinion?

Luis Herrick:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Swedenborg:
An Introduction to His Life and Ideas suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned writer in
this era. Typically the book untitled Swedenborg: An Introduction to His Life and Ideasis the one of several
books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you
read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their
strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give
you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this
particular book.

Elaine Davenport:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the best book
for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of book Swedenborg: An
Introduction to His Life and Ideas. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book,
it could add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about
reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Luther Keller:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Swedenborg: An Introduction to His
Life and Ideas to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle
the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
available a book and go through it. Beside that the guide Swedenborg: An Introduction to His Life and Ideas
can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing
of that time.
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