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Randol Contreras came of age in the South Bronx during the 1980s, a time when the community was
devastated by cuts in social services, a rise in arson and abandonment, and the rise of crack-cocaine. For this
riveting book, he returns to the South Bronx with a sociological eye and provides an unprecedented insider’s
look at the workings of a group of Dominican drug robbers. Known on the streets as "Stickup Kids," these
men raided and brutally tortured drug dealers storing large amounts of heroin, cocaine, marijuana, and cash.

As a participant observer, Randol Contreras offers both a personal and theoretical account for the rise of the
Stickup Kids and their violence. He mainly focuses on the lives of neighborhood friends, who went from
being crack dealers to drug robbers once their lucrative crack market opportunities disappeared. The result is
a stunning, vivid, on-the-ground ethnographic description of a drug robbery’s violence, the drug market high
life, the criminal life course, and the eventual pain and suffering experienced by the casualties of the Crack
Era.

Provocative and eye-opening, The Stickup Kids urges us to explore the ravages of the drug trade through
weaving history, biography, social structure, and drug market forces. It offers a revelatory explanation for
drug market violence by masterfully uncovering the hidden social forces that produce violent and self-
destructive individuals. Part memoir, part penetrating analysis, this book is engaging, personal, deeply
informed, and entirely absorbing.
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From reader reviews:

Della Bailey:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this
The Stickup Kids: Race, Drugs, Violence, and the American Dream.

Judith Mandel:

The Stickup Kids: Race, Drugs, Violence, and the American Dream can be one of your beginning books that
are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The
copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing The Stickup Kids:
Race, Drugs, Violence, and the American Dream however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the
hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can
easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Amanda Despain:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but also novel and The Stickup Kids: Race, Drugs, Violence, and the
American Dream or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book,
you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any
other book likes The Stickup Kids: Race, Drugs, Violence, and the American Dream to make your spare time
a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Darren Perez:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book The Stickup Kids: Race, Drugs,
Violence, and the American Dream to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make
you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for
you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the publication The Stickup Kids: Race, Drugs,



Violence, and the American Dream can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse
using what must you're doing of these time.
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