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When Samuel G. Freedman was nearing fifty, the same age at which his mother died of breast cancer, he
realized that he did not know who she was. Of course, he knew that Eleanor had been his mother, a mother
he kept at an emotional distance both in life and after death. He had never thought about the entire life she
lived before him, a life of her own dreams and disappointments. And now, that ignorance haunted him.
So Freedman set out to discover the past, and Who She Was is the story of what he found. It is the story of a
young woman's ambitions and yearnings, of the struggles of her impoverished immigrant parents, and of the
ravages of the Great Depression, World War II, and the Holocaust.
It is also the story of a middle-aged son wracked with regret over the disregard he had shown as a teenage
boy for a terminally ill mother, and as an adult incapable for decades of visiting her grave. It is the story of
how he healed that wound by asking all the questions he had not asked when his mother was alive.
Whom did she love? Who broke her heart? What lifted her spirits? What crushed her hopes? What did she
long to become? And did she get to become that woman in her brief time on earth?
Who She Was brings a compassionate yet unflinching eye to the American Jewish experience. It recaptures
the working-class borough of the Bronx with its tenements and pushcarts, its union halls and storefront
synagogues and rooftop-tar beaches. It remembers a time when husbands searched hundreds of miles for
steady work and wives sent packages and prayers to their European relatives in the desperate hope they
might survive the Nazis. In such a world, Eleanor Hatkin came of age, striving for education, for love, for a
way out.
Researched as a history, written like a novel, Who She Was stands in the tradition of such classics as Call It
Sleep and The Assistant. In bringing to life his mother, Samuel G. Freedman has given all readers a
memorable heroine.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Vazquez:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Who She
Was: My Search for My Mother's Life? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can
spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or
you have various other opinion?

Stephen Vancleave:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you that Who She Was: My Search for My
Mother's Life book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

John Charles:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lot
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is Who She Was: My Search for My Mother's Life.

Jose Johnson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find
publication that need more time to be study. Who She Was: My Search for My Mother's Life can be your
answer as it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.
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