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No composer contributed more to film than Bernard Herrmann, who in over 40 scores enriched the work of
such directors as Orson Welles, Alfred Hitchcock, François Truffaut, and Martin Scorsese. In this first major
biography of the composer, Steven C. Smith explores the interrelationships between Herrmann's music and
his turbulent personal life, using much previously unpublished information to illustrate Herrmann's often
outrageous behavior, his working methods, and why his music has had such lasting impact.

From his first film (Citizen Kane) to his last (Taxi Driver), Herrmann was a master of evoking psychological
nuance and dramatic tension through music, often using unheard-of instrumental combinations to suit the
dramatic needs of a film. His scores are among the most distinguished ever written, ranging from the
fantastic (Fahrenheit 451, The Day the Earth Stood Still) to the romantic (Obsession, The Ghost and Mrs.
Muir) to the terrifying (Psycho).

Film was not the only medium in which Herrmann made a powerful mark. His radio broadcasts included
Orson Welles's Mercury Theatre of the Air and The War of the Worlds. His concert music was commissioned
and performed by the New York Philharmonic, and he was chief conductor of the CBS Symphony.

Almost as celebrated as these achievements are the enduring legends of Herrmann's combativeness and
volatility. Smith separates myth from fact and draws upon heretofore unpublished material to illuminate
Herrmann's life and influence. Herrmann remains as complex as any character in the films he scored—a
creative genius, an indefatigable musicologist, an explosive bully, a generous and compassionate man who
desperately sought friendship and love.
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From reader reviews:

Bradley Smith:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This A Heart at Fire's Center: The Life and Music
of Bernard Herrmann is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what
you want and want in this era.

Robert Lofton:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled A
Heart at Fire's Center: The Life and Music of Bernard Herrmann the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get prior to. The A Heart at Fire's Center: The Life and Music of Bernard Herrmann giving
you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your better life
within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?

Laurence Terry:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this guide. This A Heart at Fire's Center: The Life and
Music of Bernard Herrmann is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If
you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make
you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

Judith Ellis:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to as of book
A Heart at Fire's Center: The Life and Music of Bernard Herrmann. You can contribute your knowledge by
it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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