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The matador flourishes his cape, the bull charges, the crowd cheers: this is the image of Spain best
known to the world. But while the bull has long been a symbol of Spanish culture, it carries more meaning
than has previously been recognized. In this book, anthropologist Carrie B. Douglass views bulls and
bullfighting as a means of discussing fundamental oppositions in Spanish society and explains the political
significance of those issues for one of Europe's most regionalized countries.

In talking about bulls and bullfighting, observes Douglass, one ends up talking not only about differences in
region, class, and politics in Spain but also about that country's ongoing struggle between modernity and
tradition. She relates how Spaniards and outsiders see bullfighting as representative of a traditional, irrational
Spain contrasted with a more civilized Europe, and she shows how Spaniards' ambivalence about
bullfighting is actually a way of expressing ambivalence about the loss of traditional culture in a modern
world. To fully explore the symbolism of bulls and bullfighting, Douglass offers an overview of Spain's
fiesta cycle, in which the bull is central. She broadly and meticulously details three different fiestas through
ethnographic fieldwork conducted over a number of years, delineating the differences in festivals held in
different regions.

She also shows how a cycle of these fiestas may hold the key to resolving some of Spain's fundamental
political contradictions by uniting the different regions of Spain and reconciling opposing political camps--
the right, which holds that there is one Spain, and the left, which contends that there are many. Bulls,
Bullfighting, and Spanish Identities is an intriguing study of symbolism used to examine the broader
anthropological issues of identity and nationhood. Through its focus on the political discourse of bulls and
bullfighting, it makes an original contribution to understanding not only Spanish politics but also Spain's
place in the modern world.
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From reader reviews:

Inge Reader:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look
different you can read any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you
can spent the whole day to reading a publication. The book Bulls, Bullfighting, and Spanish Identities (The
Anthropology of Form and Meaning) it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from
your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Evelyn Spencer:

Beside this kind of Bulls, Bullfighting, and Spanish Identities (The Anthropology of Form and Meaning) in
your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and
the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Bulls, Bullfighting, and Spanish Identities (The
Anthropology of Form and Meaning) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
at times have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you
still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from right now!

William Fields:

This Bulls, Bullfighting, and Spanish Identities (The Anthropology of Form and Meaning) is completely new
way for you who has curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with.
Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in
reading this Bulls, Bullfighting, and Spanish Identities (The Anthropology of Form and Meaning) can be the
light food in your case because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone.
These books create itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact
form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So
there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Deborah Walker:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This reserve Bulls, Bullfighting, and Spanish Identities (The Anthropology of Form and



Meaning) was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways
to get book that you simply wanted.
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