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A crucial topic in Catholic-Orthodox ecumenical dialogue is the nature
and exercise of universal primacy in the church. In 1995, Pope John
Paul II expressed the hope that pastors and theologians of both churches
might seek ways in which the papal ministry could accomplish "a
service of love recognized by all concerned" (Ut Unum Sint). In this
short and penetrating study, Paul McPartlan, a member of the international
Roman Catholic-Orthodox theological dialogue, presents a
proposal, carefully argued both historically and theologically, for a primacy
exercising a service of love in a reconciled church, West and East.

McPartlan builds on the substantial foundation already laid in the
dialogue for an understanding of the church in terms of the Eucharist.
Eucharistic ecclesiology has been one of the most remarkable developments
in the theological renewal of recent decades. Drawing particularly
on scriptural and patristic teaching, it offers a highly promising framework
for resolving this most sensitive and difficult of issues?recognizing
the bishop of Rome as the focal point and servant of the Eucharistic
communion among bishops. Vatican II directed that those working for
reconciliation between Catholics and Orthodox pay close attention to the
relationships that pertained between the Eastern churches and the see of
Rome before the split of 1054. McPartlan seeks to do just that, notably incorporating
the teaching of the council on the role of the papacy to craft a
proposal that may commend itself to Catholics and to Orthodox.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Paul McPartlan is Carl J. Peter Professor of Systematic Theology and Ecumenism
at the Catholic University of America. He is a member of the International Theological
Commission and the Joint International Commission for Theological Dialogue
between the Roman Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church. A contributor to the
recently published Theology Today: Perspectives, Principles, and Criteria by the
International Theological Commission, McPartlan also is the author of The Eucharist
Makes the Church: Henri de Lubac and John Zizioulas in Dialogue and Sacrament of Salvation: An
Introduction to Eucharistic Ecclesiology.
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From reader reviews:

Lien Fugate:

The e-book untitled A Service of Love: Papal Primacy, the Eucharist, and Church Unity is the e-book that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
author was did a lot of study when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of A Service of Love: Papal Primacy, the Eucharist, and
Church Unity from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Gloria Pruitt:

The actual book A Service of Love: Papal Primacy, the Eucharist, and Church Unity has a lot associated with
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after reading this book.

Albert Shepherd:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick one
book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer can be A Service of Love: Papal Primacy, the Eucharist, and Church Unity why because
the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside
or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.

Rex Vogler:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Service of Love: Papal Primacy, the
Eucharist, and Church Unity can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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