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In this work, originally published in Dutch, Rik Smits theorizes that language could not have developed
originally as a system of communication. It is, instead, the result of combining separate abilities, each of
which developed independently to aid the survival of early humans. Lacking strength and speed, man relies
on wisdom for survival. Smits theorizes that human skills in calculation and estimation continued to develop
until they were sufficient to accommodate a system as complex as grammar.

Only after our linguistic ability emerged could humans think logically and share our reasoning with others, at
which point almost everything we now call culture began to flourish. Smits concludes that language cannot
have long predated the invention of agriculture in the Middle East, some 14,000 years ago. The huge
advance in civilization represented by language made abstract powers of reasoning indispensable for the first
time, along with highly developed concepts of identity, past, present, and future, all of which rely upon
language.

This explanation of the origins of language throws new light on cave paintings by Cro-Magnon man, whose
masterpieces date from about 40,000 to 15,000 years ago. Anatomically Cro-Magnons were modern humans,
but they had no language in the modern sense. Their absence of language gave them no true sense of
individual identity.

This translation was made possible by a grant from the Dutch Foundation for Literature.
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From reader reviews:

John Dudley:

This Dawn: The Origins of Language and the Modern Human Mind book is absolutely not ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot
of information you will get. This particular Dawn: The Origins of Language and the Modern Human Mind
without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't
become worry Dawn: The Origins of Language and the Modern Human Mind can bring once you are and not
make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even
telephone. This Dawn: The Origins of Language and the Modern Human Mind having great arrangement in
word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

David Bostick:

The reason why? Because this Dawn: The Origins of Language and the Modern Human Mind is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful
way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I
will go to the book store hurriedly.

Constance Music:

Beside this particular Dawn: The Origins of Language and the Modern Human Mind in your phone, it could
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are
going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in
narrow small town. It is good thing to have Dawn: The Origins of Language and the Modern Human Mind
because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you would not
get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the
item? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Mark York:

You may get this Dawn: The Origins of Language and the Modern Human Mind by visit the bookstore or
Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and



searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-
book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose right ways for you.
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