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IBN AL-FARID: WINE & THE MYSTIC’S PROGRESS Translation, Introduction & Notes by Paul Smith
Umar Ibn al-Farid, an Egyptian poet (1181-1235), is considered to be the undisputed master of Islamic
mystical poetry into Arabic. He is considered not only to be a poet but a Perfect Master (Qutub) a God-
realised soul… and it is his journey to unity with God that he reveals in probably the longest qasida (ode) in
Arabic (761 couplets), his famous The Mystic’s Progress. The other poem for which he is most known is his
Wine Poem that is often seen as a prologue to the The Mystic’s Progress. Although these long poems have
been translated into English before this is the first time in the correct rhyme of the qasida and in clear,
concise, modern English. Included in the Introduction are chapters on his Life & Work, The Qasida in
Arabic, Previous Qasidas by Master Arab Poets that would have influenced him, The Perfect Master
(Qutub), and the Wine Poem and The Mystic’s Way. Selected Bibliography. The correct rhyme-structure has
been kept and the beauty and meaning of these beautiful poems. 174 pages. COMMENTS ON PAUL
SMITH’S TRANSLATION OF HAFIZ’S ‘DIVAN’. “It is not a joke... the English version of ALL the
ghazals of Hafiz is a great feat and of paramount importance. I am astonished. If he comes to Iran I will kiss
the fingertips that wrote such a masterpiece inspired by the Creator of all.” Dr. Mir Mohammad Taghavi (Dr.
of Literature) Tehran. “Superb translations. 99% Hafiz 1% Paul Smith.” Ali Akbar Shapurzman, translator
and knower of Hafiz’s Divan off by heart. “Smith has probably put together the greatest collection of literary
facts and history concerning Hafiz.” Daniel Ladinsky (Penguin Books author). Paul Smith is a poet, author
and translator of over 80 books of Sufi poets of the Persian, Arabic, Urdu, Turkish, Pashtu and other
languages including Hafiz, Sadi, Nizami, Rumi, ‘Attar, Sana’i, Jahan Khatun, Obeyd Zakani, Mu’in, Amir
Khusrau, Nesimi, Kabir, Anvari, Ansari, Jami, Khayyam, Rudaki, Yunus Emre, Bulleh Shah, Shah Latif,
Mahsati and others, and his own poetry, fiction, plays, biographies, children’s books and screenplays.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Pinkham:

The book Ibn al-Farid: Wine & The Mystic's Progress will bring one to the new experience of reading the
book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book
very ideal to you. The book Ibn al-Farid: Wine & The Mystic's Progress is much recommended to you to
learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Joyce Cassady:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Ibn al-Farid: Wine & The Mystic's Progress why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up
this book.

Irene Howe:

You can obtain this Ibn al-Farid: Wine & The Mystic's Progress by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing
or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book.
In the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Patsy Locke:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their passion.
They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful pictures on there.
Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this time,
many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this Ibn al-Farid: Wine & The Mystic's Progress can make you experience more interested to read.
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