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An important moment in American literary history takes life in this stunning biography of Jean Stafford, one
of the most successful, admired--and troubled--of the brilliant and influential midcentury circle of writers
and critics that included Allen Tate, Caroline Gordon, Peter Taylor, Delmore Schwartz, Randall Jarrell, and
Robert Lowell, Stafford's first husband. Ann Hulbert shows us how Stafford, raised in Colorado, the
daughter of a failed writer of Westerns, came of literary age in the East, yet fiercely maintained her
connection with her provincial background, forging the unique style that marked her highly acclaimed first
novel, Boston Adventure; her Masterpiece, The Mountain Lion; her third novel, The Catherine Wheel; and
the stories she published in The New Yorker and elsewhere, which were honored in 1970 with a Pulitzer
Prize. We follow Stafford through the early experiences to which she returned again and again in her fiction,
and which helped shape her disenchanted vision--her father's sudden loss of his fortune; her shame as an
adolescent, living in a boardinghouse in Boulder run by her mother; her aesthetic experimentation as a
member of the intellectually maverick "Barbarians" at the University of Colorado; her exciting but troubling
Wanderjahr in Nazi Germany, where she watched civilization crumbling. We see her take her place as a
forceful, attractive, witty, yet also insecure woman among a group of spirited young writers who were
learning from and challenging their older mentors--the increasingly powerful Southern critics and the
Partisan Review circle in New York. With her marriage to Lowell at twenty-four, she embarked on a
feverishly creative but ill-fated coursethat held auguries of his and his fellow poets' tragic paths: she
struggled with Catholicism, confronted domestic violence, battled with alcoholism and mental instability,
and throughout it all wrote formally impeccable fiction. And we see her as she finds some happiness with her
third husband, the writer A. J. Liebling, part of the New Yorker world that had become her home in the late
1940s. Throughout, we are made aware of Stafford's constant search for a bastion of order--a safe place, an
escape from the unsettling sense of vulnerability that engulfed her, an interior castle--from which to
approach her life and her art.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Casey:

This book untitled The Interior Castle: The Art and Life of Jean Stafford to be one of several books that will
best seller in this year, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it.
You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher in this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Tom Moore:

The book untitled The Interior Castle: The Art and Life of Jean Stafford contain a lot of information on that.
The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the people,
so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The
author will take you in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want
to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.

Joseph Esparza:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Interior Castle: The Art and Life of Jean
Stafford can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Christine Brooks:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. In this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
The Interior Castle: The Art and Life of Jean Stafford when you essential it?
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