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Canadian sports were turned on their head during the years between the world wars. The middle-class
amateur men's organizations which dominated Canadian sports since the mid-nineteenth century steadily lost
ground, swamped by the rise of consumer culture and badly battered and split by the depression. In The
Struggle for Canadian Sport Bruce Kidd illuminates the complex and fractious process that produced the
familiar contours of Canadian sport today -- the hegemony of continental cartels like the NHL, the enormous
ideological power of the media, the shadowed participation of women in sports, and the strong nationalism
of the amateur Olympic sports bodies.

Kidd focuses on four major Canadian organizations of the interwar period: the Amateur Athletic Union, the
Women's Amateur Athletic Federation, the Workers' Sport Association, and the National Hockey League.
Each of these organizations became focal points of debate and political activity, and they often struggled
with each other - each had a radically different agenda: The AAU sought `the making of men' and the
strengthening of English-Canadian nationalism; the WAAF promoted the health and well-being of
sportswomen; the WSA was a vehicle for socialism; and the NHL was concerned with lucrative spectacles.

These national organizations stimulated and steered many of the resources available for sport and contributed
significantly to the expansion of opportunities. They enjoyed far more power than other Canadian cultural
organizations of the period, and they attempted to manipulate both the direction and philosophy of Canadian
athletics. Through their control of the rules and prestigious events and their countless interventions in the
mass media, they shaped the dominant practices and coined the very language with which Canadians
discussed what sports should mean. The success and outcome of each group, as well as their confrontations
with one another were crucial in shaping modern Canadian sports.

The Struggle for Canadian Sport adds to our understanding of the material and social conditions under which
people created and elaborated sports and the contested ideological terrain on which sports were played and
interpreted.

Winner of the North American Society for Sports History (NASSH) 1997 book award
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From reader reviews:

Martha Albarado:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Struggle for Canadian Sport. All
type of book could you see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

James Gardner:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can help
men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Struggle for Canadian Sport book
as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees
there is no doubt in it as you know.

Jeffrey Messina:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and The Struggle for Canadian Sport as well as others sources
were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them
to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Struggle for
Canadian Sport to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Joe Garner:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just looking for the The Struggle for Canadian Sport when you essential it?
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