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Debates over the legacy of Pope Pius XII and his canonization are so heated they are known as the “Pius
wars.” Soldier of Christ moves beyond competing caricatures and considers Pius XII as Eugenio Pacelli, a
flawed and gifted man. While offering insight into the pope’s response to Nazism, Robert A. Ventresca
argues that it was the Cold War and Pius XII’s manner of engaging with the modern world that defined his
pontificate.

Laying the groundwork for the pope’s controversial, contradictory actions from 1939 to 1958, Ventresca
begins with the story of Pacelli’s Roman upbringing, his intellectual formation in Rome’s seminaries, and his
interwar experience as papal diplomat and Vatican secretary of state. Accused of moral equivocation during
the Holocaust, Pius XII later fought the spread of Communism in Western Europe, spoke against the
persecution of Catholics in Eastern Europe and Asia, and tackled a range of social and political issues. By
appointing the first indigenous cardinals from China and India and expanding missions in Africa while
expressing solidarity with independence movements, he internationalized the church’s membership and
moved Catholicism beyond the colonial mentality of previous eras.

Drawing from a diversity of international sources, including unexplored documentation from the Vatican,
Ventresca reveals a paradoxical figure: a prophetic reformer of limited vision whose leadership both
stimulated the emergence of a global Catholicism and sowed doubt and dissension among some of the
church’s most faithful servants.
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From reader reviews:

Ethan Scott:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. Yes,
by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Soldier of Christ: The Life
of Pope Pius XII book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just
a book.

Jonathan Scott:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you
can spent the whole day to reading a book. The book Soldier of Christ: The Life of Pope Pius XII it doesn't
matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-
book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this
book has high quality.

Traci Farris:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lot of stress
from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely of course.
People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the spare
time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is
definitely Soldier of Christ: The Life of Pope Pius XII.

Ann Craft:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book you
can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book has a lot
of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have read. If
you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want to entertain
yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Soldier of Christ: The
Life of Pope Pius XII offer you a new experience in examining a book.
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