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The abolitionist Mary Ann Shadd’s pamphlet A Plea for Emigration; or Notes of Canada West is, as the title
promises, a settler guide designed to inform prospective immigrants of conditions in their proposed new
home. But whereas most such works were addressed to potential white emigrants to North America from
Britain or continental Europe, Shadd’s aimed to entice black Americans to emigrate to Canada. Written in
the 1850s, when the Fugitive Slave Act had recently made life even more untenable for free blacks in the
United States, Shadd’s guide to immigration takes a position on a controversy that divided abolitionists of
the period: could emigration to Canada be a viable strategy of opposition to the oppression of blacks in the
United States, or would blacks need to remain in the country to assert their claim to equal rights as
Americans?

The introduction and background materials included in this volume help to situate Shadd’s pamphlet in its
political and cultural context, and in the context of Shadd’s own remarkable life as an abolitionist, women’s
rights activist, writer, and educator. Background materials include selections from Frederick Douglass’s Life
of an American Slave, in which he presents a view of emigration to Canada that strongly opposes Shadd’s;
portions of the 1850 Fugitive Slave Act; and relevant selections from The Provincial Freeman, Shadd’s own
abolitionist newspaper.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Murry:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important normally. The book A Plea for Emigration; or Notes of Canada West was
making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The publication A Plea for Emigration; or Notes of Canada West is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend
your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book A Plea for
Emigration; or Notes of Canada West. You never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Marie Griffin:

This A Plea for Emigration; or Notes of Canada West book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get.
This A Plea for Emigration; or Notes of Canada West without we know teach the one who looking at it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry A Plea for Emigration; or Notes of Canada
West can bring once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can
have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This A Plea for Emigration; or Notes of Canada West having
excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Chris McCree:

This A Plea for Emigration; or Notes of Canada West are usually reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The main reason of this A Plea for Emigration; or Notes of Canada West can be one
of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with
information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this A Plea for
Emigration; or Notes of Canada West giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you
test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Gregory Eubanks:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like A Plea for
Emigration; or Notes of Canada West which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's see.
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