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Examines and measures the extent to which statutory language affects judicial behavior.

How does the language of legislative statutes affect judicial behavior? Scholars of the judiciary have rarely
studied this question despite statutes being, theoretically, the primary opportunity for legislatures to ensure
that those individuals who interpret the law will follow their preferences. In Checking the Courts, Kirk A.
Randazzo and Richard W. Waterman offer a model that integrates ideological and legal factors through an
empirical measure of statutory discretion. The model is tested across multiple judicial institutions, at both the
federal and state levels, and reveals that judges are influenced by the levels of discretion afforded in the
legislative statutes. In those cases where lawmakers have clear policy preferences, legislation encourages
judges to strictly interpret the plain meaning of the law. Conversely, if policy preferences are unclear,
legislation leaves open the possibility that judges will make decisions based on their own ideological policy
preferences. Checking the Courts thus provides us with a better understanding of the dynamic interplay
between law and ideology.

“…the authors deserve much credit for the extensive and unquestionably time-consuming research reported
in this book.” — Criminal Law and Criminal Justice Books

Kirk A. Randazzo is Associate Professor of Political Science at the University of South Carolina and author
of Defenders of Liberty or Champions of Security? Federal Courts, the Hierarchy of Justice, and U.S.
Foreign Policy, also published by SUNY Press.

Richard W. Waterman is Professor of Political Science at the University of Kentucky and the author of
several books, including The Changing American Presidency: New Perspectives on Presidential Power.
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From reader reviews:

Peggy Ross:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Checking the Courts: Law, Ideology, and
Contingent Discretion (SUNY series in American Constitutionalism) book because this book offers you rich
data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may
already know.

Stacee Stern:

This Checking the Courts: Law, Ideology, and Contingent Discretion (SUNY series in American
Constitutionalism) are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The
explanation of this Checking the Courts: Law, Ideology, and Contingent Discretion (SUNY series in
American Constitutionalism) can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than
just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Checking the Courts: Law, Ideology, and
Contingent Discretion (SUNY series in American Constitutionalism) giving you an enormous of experience
for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Jennifer Vickery:

Checking the Courts: Law, Ideology, and Contingent Discretion (SUNY series in American
Constitutionalism) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her
effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Checking the Courts: Law, Ideology, and
Contingent Discretion (SUNY series in American Constitutionalism) but doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of
it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Trevor Cianciolo:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Checking the Courts: Law,
Ideology, and Contingent Discretion (SUNY series in American Constitutionalism) to make your reading is
interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very



simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to
be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and examine it. Beside that the publication Checking the Courts:
Law, Ideology, and Contingent Discretion (SUNY series in American Constitutionalism) can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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