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Much as we take comfort in the belief that modern medicine and public health tactics can protect us from
horrifying contagious diseases, such faith is dangerously unfounded. So demonstrates Mark Harrison in this
pathbreaking investigation of the intimate connections between trade and disease throughout modern history.
For centuries commerce has been the single most important factor in spreading diseases to different parts of
the world, the author shows, and today the same is true. But in today's global world, commodities and germs
are circulating with unprecedented speed.

Beginning with the plagues that ravaged Eurasia in the fourteenth century, Harrison charts both the passage
of disease and the desperate measures to prevent it. He examines the emergence of public health in the
Western world, its subsequent development elsewhere, and a recurring pattern of misappropriation of
quarantines, embargoes, and other sanitary measures for political or economic gain—even for use as
weapons of war. In concluding chapters the author exposes the weaknesses of today's public health
regulations—a set of rules that not only disrupt the global economy but also fail to protect the public from
the afflictions of trade-borne disease.
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From reader reviews:

Deloras Pinkston:

In other case, little persons like to read book Contagion: How Commerce Has Spread Disease. You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new book
Contagion: How Commerce Has Spread Disease. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to
know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to
use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

James Kline:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that
need more time to be learn. Contagion: How Commerce Has Spread Disease can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Maria Clyburn:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you must do is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of
several books in the top collection in your reading list is actually Contagion: How Commerce Has Spread
Disease. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Dianne Haire:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Contagion: How Commerce Has Spread Disease when you desired it?
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