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Great powers and grand strategies. It is easy to assume that the most powerful nations pursue and employ
consistent, cohesive, and decisive policies in trying to promote their interests in regions of the world. Popular
theory emphasizes two such grand strategies that great powers may pursue: balance of power policy or
hegemonic domination. But, as Steve A. Yetiv contends, things may not always be that cut and dried.

Analyzing the evolution of the United States' foreign policy in the Persian Gulf from 1972 to 2005, Yetiv
offers a provocative and panoramic view of American strategies in a region critical to the functioning of the
entire global economy. Ten cases?from the policies of the Nixon administration to George W. Bush's war in
Iraq?reveal shifting, improvised, and reactive policies that were responses to unanticipated and unpredictable
events and threats. In fact, the distinguishing feature of the U.S. experience in the Gulf has been the absence
of grand strategy.

Yetiv introduces the concept of "reactive engagement" as an alternative approach to understanding the
behavior of great powers in unstable regions. At a time when the effects of U.S. foreign policy are rippling
across the globe, The Absence of Grand Strategy offers key insight into the nature and evolution of American
foreign policy in the Gulf.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Smith:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Absence of Grand Strategy: The United States in the
Persian Gulf, 1972-2005 can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

David Otten:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying The Absence of Grand Strategy: The
United States in the Persian Gulf, 1972-2005 that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for
all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick The Absence of Grand Strategy: The
United States in the Persian Gulf, 1972-2005 become your own starter.

Lisa Yates:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Absence of Grand Strategy: The United States in
the Persian Gulf, 1972-2005 can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book
you have factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know,
by knowing more than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Absence of
Grand Strategy: The United States in the Persian Gulf, 1972-2005.

Richard Strohm:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to
find the The Absence of Grand Strategy: The United States in the Persian Gulf, 1972-2005 when you
essential it?
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