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Growing up in Charleston in the 1930s and 1940s, accomplished storyteller Louis Rubin witnessed firsthand
the subtle gradations of caste and class among neighborhoods, from south of Broad Street where established
families, ancestral glories, and traditional mores held sway, to the various enclaves of Uptown in which
middle-class and blue-collar families went about their own diverse lives and routines. Changing
circumstances within his own family impelled his absorption in what seemed to be two separate worlds, and
granted him a remarkable perspective into Charleston's evolving identity as an historic seaport on the cusp of
modernity during the Great Depression and the onset of World War II.

Rubin's wide-eyed narrator takes readers on excursions to Adger's Wharf, the Battery, Union Terminal, the
shops of King Street, the Majestic Theater, the College of Charleston, and other recognizable landmarks.
With youthful glee he watches the barges and shrimp trawlers along the waterfront, rides streetcars down
Rutledge Avenue and trains to Savannah and Richmond, paddles the Ashley River in a leaky homemade
boat, pitches left-handed for the youngest team in the Twilight Baseball League, ponders the curious
chanting coming from the Jewish Community Center, and catches magical glimpses of the Morris Island
lighthouse from atop the Folly Beach Ferris wheel. His fascination with the gas-electric Boll Weevil train
epitomizes his appreciation for the freedom of movement between the worlds of Uptown and Downtown.

The collection ends with a homecoming to Charleston by our narrator, then a young man in his early
twenties, as his inbound train is greeted by familiar vistas as well as by views he had never encountered
before. This is the city Rubin called home, where there were always surprising discoveries to be found, both
in the burgeoning newness of Uptown and the storied legacies of old Downtown.
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From reader reviews:

Melvin Belknap:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Uptown/Downtown in
Old Charleston: Sketches and Stories? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you
have other opinion?

Brenda Taylor:

The publication untitled Uptown/Downtown in Old Charleston: Sketches and Stories is the guide that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did
a lot of study when write the book, hence the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of Uptown/Downtown in Old Charleston: Sketches and Stories from
the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Melody Herrera:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like
Uptown/Downtown in Old Charleston: Sketches and Stories which is getting the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's observe.

John Coffin:

You will get this Uptown/Downtown in Old Charleston: Sketches and Stories by visit the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can you enjoy this book
by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct
ways for you.
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