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This is the first complete biography of T. Balasaraswati (1918–1984), a dancer and musician from southern
India who became recognized worldwide as one of the great performing artists of the twentieth century. In
India she was a legend in her own time, acclaimed before she was thirty years old as the great dancer of
traditional bharata natyam. Balasaraswati was a passionate revolutionary, an entirely modern artist whose
impact was proclaimed by some of the most prominent figures in contemporary dance in India and the West.
Her art and life defined the heart of a tradition. Her life story offers an extraordinary view of the enigmatic
matrilineal devadasi community and traditional artistic practice from which modern South Indian dance
styles have emerged. This deeply engaging biography draws together Balasaraswati’s personal account of
her life and her reflections on the process of making dance and music. It includes the commentary of family
members and dozens of contemporaries from throughout her fifty-year career, revealing hereditary artistic
values and conventions that have virtually disappeared in modern India. The book is generously illustrated
with rare historical photos and a duotone gallery of distinguished photographers’ images of Balasaraswati’s
dancing.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Wirth:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Balasaraswati: Her Art and Life (The Driftless Series). Try to face the
book Balasaraswati: Her Art and Life (The Driftless Series) as your friend. It means that it can to be your
friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned
to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the book.
So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Rita Campanelli:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own
reader with their story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write
about the data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this
Balasaraswati: Her Art and Life (The Driftless Series).

Louise Hacker:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer may be Balasaraswati: Her Art and Life (The Driftless Series) why because
the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Garland Thorpe:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Balasaraswati: Her Art and Life (The Driftless Series) this publication
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The



actual writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.
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