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In 1941 the historian Irving Brant wrote, “Among all the men who shaped the present government of the
United States of America,” Brant wrote, “the one who did the most is known the least.” Brant concluded,
“When a man rises to greatness in youth, it is with his youth that we should first concern ourselves.”

Seven decades have passed since Brant wrote those words. Yet, through the history’s increasingly dusty lens,
Madison has become ever more a stranger. The default impression of Madison remains as remote and severe
as the title of a 1994 book: If Men Were Angels: James Madison and the Heartless Empire of Reason. Most
Americans, if they know anything about him at all, see him as calculating, intellectual, politically astute, dry,
and remote.

This book finally attempts to answer Brant’s call. Madison’s life had two major acts, but like a backward
play, the climax occurred after the first. In researching that crucial first act, the research, Signer found, again
and again, a surprising pattern. Madison was a fighter. He usually did not want to fight. He took no joy in the
public arena and in the confrontation with other men. Indeed, the conflicts often left him so anxious he
became physically sick. But he saw the fights as necessary events in the larger purpose of the life he set out
for himself at a young age: to push the American state to achieve its potential, no matter what obstacles the
country and small-minded men might throw in his way.

Young James Madison’s reluctant but firm decision to hurl himself into the ring, again and again, for the
common good prove that leadership is possible in a democracy, and that ideas can make a difference. His
story shows how much democracy depends on leaders like Madison, and how hollow democracy will be
without statesmen.

Signer’s book takes the reader into a journey of how Madison became Madison. The stunning story of his
victories is simply incomprehensible without the passion, charisma, energy, humor, and fierceness of
Madison the actual man.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Williamson:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Becoming
Madison: The Extraordinary Origins of the Least Likely Founding Father? Maybe it is to be best activity for
you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Jerrod Spicher:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Becoming
Madison: The Extraordinary Origins of the Least Likely Founding Father suitable to you? The particular
book was written by well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Becoming Madison: The
Extraordinary Origins of the Least Likely Founding Fatheris the one of several books that everyone read
now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the
new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, and so
all of people can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Brian Nelson:

Becoming Madison: The Extraordinary Origins of the Least Likely Founding Father can be one of your nice
books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that
will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing
Becoming Madison: The Extraordinary Origins of the Least Likely Founding Father yet doesn't forget the
main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Tracy Rendon:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Becoming Madison: The Extraordinary Origins of the Least Likely
Founding Father can make you feel more interested to read.
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