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Departing from a refreshing look at the ideas of Antonin Artaud, this book provides a thorough analysis of
how both Sarah Kane and Samuel Beckett are indebted to his legacy. In juxtaposing these playwrights, De
Vos minutely points out how both in their own way struggle with coming to terms with Artaud. A key
concept in Lacanian psychoanalytic theories, desire lies at the root of the Theatre of Cruelty; Kane and
Beckett prove that desire and cruelty are inextricably linked to one another, but that they appear in radically
different disguises. Relying on Kane and Beckett, this book not only sheds a light on the precise intentions
behind Artaud's project, it also maps out the structural parallels and dichotomies between the Theatre of
Cruelty and the literary genre of tragedy.
Immediately after the premiere of Sarah Kane's Blasted in 1995, some reviewers made a link with Antonin
Artaud's Theatre of Cruelty. These parallels, however, were solely based on the abundance of physical
violence on stage. In response to these assertions, this book traces minutely Artaud's legacy for later
generations. Making use of Jacques Lacan's psychoanalytical ideas as a theoretical framework, De Vos
defines Artaud's project not so much in terms of blood and goriness, but rather as a theater of Passion,
revolving around notions as desire, love and the subjectile, a concept that was drawn attention to by Derrida.
In addition, the idea of the scapegoat delineated by René Girard provides a leg-up to clarify the intrinsic
parallels as well as divergences between the Theatre of Cruelty and tragedy, while also Lacan's analysis of
Antigone is being looked at.
Phaedra's Love, Cleansed and 4.48 Psychosis are extensively dealt with in this study, and point out the
development Kane went through in her short but at the same time long trajectory. The third part on Beckett
focuses primarily on Krapp's Last Tape and Not I, and equally so calls in Lacan to understand self-alienation
and self-conceptua
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From reader reviews:

Lee Flynn:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Cruelty and Desire in the Modern Theater: Antonin Artaud,
Sarah Kane, and Samuel Beckett.

Verla Foster:

The e-book with title Cruelty and Desire in the Modern Theater: Antonin Artaud, Sarah Kane, and Samuel
Beckett posesses a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book.
This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the
world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. That book will bring
you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

Mark Clark:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Cruelty and Desire in the Modern Theater:
Antonin Artaud, Sarah Kane, and Samuel Beckett or others sources were given expertise for you. After you
know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for
teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In various
other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Cruelty and Desire in the Modern Theater: Antonin
Artaud, Sarah Kane, and Samuel Beckett to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like
here.

Donald Link:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those textbooks have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By book Cruelty and
Desire in the Modern Theater: Antonin Artaud, Sarah Kane, and Samuel Beckett we can have more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this
book Cruelty and Desire in the Modern Theater: Antonin Artaud, Sarah Kane, and Samuel Beckett. You can



more pleasing than now.
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