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“A major empirical contribution to the debate about antirepresentationalism and posthumanism that has been
agitating the entire discipline of anthropology in recent years.”—Stephan Palmié, author of The Cooking of
History: How Not to Study Afro-Cuban Religion
 
“The most provocative and complete portrayal of contemporary Cuban espiritismo available. It underscores
the embodied character of espiritista practices and offers a dynamic portrayal of espiritista mediums’ crucial
roles within a complex of Afro-Cuban religions that includes ocha, palo monte, and other faiths.”—Reinaldo
L. Román, author of Governing Spirits: Religion, Miracles, and Spectacles in Cuba and Puerto Rico,
1898–1956
 
“To read this book is to enter into an apparently alien world and yet find that it makes complete sense, and
for that reason Developing the Dead is a model of the anthropological enterprise.”—Charles Stewart, author
of Dreaming and Historical Consciousness in Island Greece
 
Based on extensive fieldwork among espiritistas and their patrons in Havana, this book makes the surprising
claim that Spiritist practices are fundamentally a project of developing the self.
           
When mediums cultivate relationships between the living and the dead, argues Diana Espírito Santo, they
develop, learn, sense, dream, and connect to multiple spirits (muertos), expanding the borders of the self.
This understanding of selfhood is radically different from Enlightenment ideas of an autonomous, bounded
self and holds fascinating implications for prophecy, healing, and self-consciousness. Developing the Dead
shows how Espiritismo’s self-making process permeates all aspects of life, not only for its own practitioners
but also for those of other Afro-Cuban religions.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Sedillo:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Developing the Dead:
Mediumship and Selfhood in Cuban Espiritismo is kind of publication which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Shameka Smith:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet.
Every year has been exactly added. This reserve Developing the Dead: Mediumship and Selfhood in Cuban
Espiritismo was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
science competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to
get book that you just wanted.

Russell Diamond:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Developing the Dead: Mediumship and Selfhood in Cuban
Espiritismo was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Developing the
Dead: Mediumship and Selfhood in Cuban Espiritismo has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest.
Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.

James Cummings:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen need book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. Through the book
Developing the Dead: Mediumship and Selfhood in Cuban Espiritismo we can have more advantage. Don't
you to be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book
that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book Developing the Dead:
Mediumship and Selfhood in Cuban Espiritismo. You can more pleasing than now.
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