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Winner of the 2012 Jordan Schnitzer Book Award in the Category of Cultural Studies and Media Studies,
and in January 2013 a winner of a National Jewish Book Award in the category of American Jewish Studies,
Messianism, Secrecy and Mysticism offers a new approach to the study of Jews in the New World. The book
focuses on the objects of everyday life that were used and created by Jews, such as ritual baths, food,
gravestones, portraits, furniture, as well as the synagogue. By uncovering these objects and exposing the
common culture of the Jewish Atlantic world, it provides a fresh understanding of a crucial era in Jewish and
American history. Messianism and secrecy were two keys to this shared culture. The Jews of the Atlantic
world believed that the physical and spiritual could - and would - be united through the Messiah. They were
deeply messianic and their belief permeated their visual and religious ethos. Messianism, Secrecy and
Mysticism presents new insights about the origins of Jewish American messianism, helping readers better
understand messianism in contemporary American society. It charts the shared culture of these Jews who
lived in the port towns in the Caribbean and on both sides of the Atlantic, and author Laura Arnold Leibman
argues that thinking about Judaism as an embodied religion is key to understanding their culture.
Messianism, Secrecy and Mysticism makes early Jewish American history entertaining, accessible, and
interesting to general readers, as well as to academic audiences. A companion website contains thousands of
photographs of material culture from throughout the Jewish Atlantic world, as well as study guides for using
the images - http://cdm.reed.edu/cdm4/jewishatlanticworld/ *** "Leibman has written an extremely
ambitious and significantly innovative study of Jewish colonial history. Through combining the study of
what she describes as 'material biography' and Jewish religious beliefs centering on messianism, the author
deciphers and retells the story of Jewish life in early America with energy and originality. Highly
recommended." - Choice, January 2013, Vol. 50, No. 5 *** Featured in 'Outstanding Academic Titles', a
prestigious list of publications for the year 2013. - Choice, January 2014, Vol. 51, No. 5
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From reader reviews:

Richard Fentress:

The book Messianism, Secrecy and Mysticism: A New Interpretation of Early American Jewish Life make
one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being
your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a
book Messianism, Secrecy and Mysticism: A New Interpretation of Early American Jewish Life being your
habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or
all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a reserve Messianism, Secrecy and
Mysticism: A New Interpretation of Early American Jewish Life. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Joseph Gee:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the book untitled Messianism, Secrecy and Mysticism: A New
Interpretation of Early American Jewish Life can be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to
you.

James Walton:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the
book that recommended for your requirements is Messianism, Secrecy and Mysticism: A New Interpretation
of Early American Jewish Life this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now.
This specific book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer
value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. This
is why this book ideal all of you.

Victor Loy:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many
books in the top checklist in your reading list is Messianism, Secrecy and Mysticism: A New Interpretation



of Early American Jewish Life. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
getting precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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