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August 12, 2003, marks the 200th anniversary of the birth of Sir James Douglas. Although he played an
integral role in British Columbia's history, in many ways Douglas remains misunderstood and an enigma. He
is known for his contradictory qualities—he was self-serving, racist, a military hawk, sometimes violent and
arrogant. Yet he was also extremely community oriented, a humanitarian, brave and a devoted family
member.

John Adam's bestseller Old Square-Toes and His Lady: The Life of James and Amelia Douglas serves as an
important source of information regarding Douglas's public and private lives. As Adams writes, [the term]
old square-toes characterizes him as an unbending, stodgy, boring individual, but nothing could be further
from the truth.

At the pinnacle of his career, Douglas was knighted by order of Queen Victoria. Considering his modest,
mixed-race beginnings in South America, his lofty status is, indeed, remarkable. Equally so is the life of his
wife, Amelia. She was also of mixed blood, her mother being Cree and her father Irish. But unlike Douglas,
who was educated in Scotland, she never left the northern forests until they married. Their ending up as a
knight and lady of the British Empire was an unusual achievement.

Old Square-Toes discusses the Douglases' diverse experiences of astonishing contrasts, from crossing North
America by canoe to touring Europe by train, from Native uprisings to the frantic gold rush. Besides finding
glory, they also faced grief in losing seven of their beloved children. This is a story of the adventure,
heartbreak, and devotion that lies at the roots of western Canada.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Stewart:

The book Old Square Toes and His Lady make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem
along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Old Square Toes and His Lady for being your
habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about some or
all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open and read a publication Old Square Toes and
His Lady. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how
do you think about this book?

Robert Clift:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Old Square Toes and His Lady as the daily resource
information.

Linda Hill:

Exactly why? Because this Old Square Toes and His Lady is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book
waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this book
alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because
of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
gains than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still
want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Mary Fox:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of
news. With this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just in search of the Old Square Toes and His Lady when you essential it?
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