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The founding of la Villa Rica de la Veracruz (the rich town of the True Cross) is prominently mentioned in
histories of the conquest of Mexico, but scant primary documentation of the provocative act exists. During a
research session at the Spanish archives, when John Schwaller discovered an early-sixteenth-century letter
from Veracruz signed by the members of Cortés's company, he knew he had found a trove of historical
details. Providing an accessible, accurate translation of this pivotal correspondence, along with in-depth
examinations of its context and significance, The First Letter from New Spain gives all readers access to the
first document written from the mainland of North America by any European, and the only surviving original
document from the first months of the conquest.

The timing of Cortés's Good Friday landing, immediately before the initial assault on the Aztec Empire,
enhances the significance of this work. Though the expedition was conducted under the authority of Diego
Velázquez, governor of Cuba, the letter reflects an attempt to break ties with Velázquez and form a strategic
alliance with Carlos V, the Holy Roman Emperor and King of Spain. Brimming with details about the events
surrounding Veracruz's inception and accompanied by mini-biographies of 318 signers of the
document—socially competitive men who risked charges of treason by renouncing Velázquez—The First
Letter from New Spain gives evidence of entrepreneurship and other overlooked traits that fueled the
conquest.
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From reader reviews:

Kenisha Perkins:

The book The First Letter from New Spain: The Lost Petition of Cortés and His Company, June 20, 1519
(Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L) make you feel enjoy for your spare time.
You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book The First Letter
from New Spain: The Lost Petition of Cortés and His Company, June 20, 1519 (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano
Long Series in Latin American and L) to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own
personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like start and read a publication The First Letter from New Spain: The Lost Petition of
Cortés and His Company, June 20, 1519 (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L).
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you
think about this guide?

Thomas Palmer:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your
free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read.
If you want to consider look for book, may be the book untitled The First Letter from New Spain: The Lost
Petition of Cortés and His Company, June 20, 1519 (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin
American and L) can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Cheryl Waller:

This The First Letter from New Spain: The Lost Petition of Cortés and His Company, June 20, 1519 (Joe R.
and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L) is new way for you who has interest to look for
some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The First Letter from New Spain: The
Lost Petition of Cortés and His Company, June 20, 1519 (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin
American and L) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get
simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the
e-book type. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the
answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should
be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life and also
knowledge.



April Cotton:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. With this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the The First Letter from New Spain: The Lost Petition of Cortés and His Company, June 20,
1519 (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L) when you necessary it?
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