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The wonderfully original story of a struggling Chinese basketball team and its quixotic, often comical
attempt to right its fortunes by copying the American stars of the NBA—a season of cultural
misunderstanding that transcends sports and reveals China’s ambivalent relationship with the West.
 
When the Shanxi Brave Dragons, one of China’s worst professional basketball teams, hired former NBA
coach Bob Weiss, the team’s owner, Boss Wang, promised that Weiss would be allowed to Americanize his
players by teaching them “advanced basketball culture.” That promise would be broken from the moment
Weiss landed in China. Desperate for his team to play like Americans, Wang—a peasant turned steel
tycoon—nevertheless refused to allow his players the freedom and individual expression necessary to truly
change their games.
 
Former New York Times Beijing bureau chief Jim Yardley tells the story of the resulting culture clash with
sensitivity and a keen comic sensibility. Readers meet the Brave Dragons, a cast of colorful, sometimes
heartbreaking oddballs from around the world: the ambitious Chinese assistant coach, Liu Tie, who believes
that Chinese players are genetically inferior and can improve only through the repetitious drilling once
advocated by ancient kung fu masters; the moody and selfish American import, Bonzi Wells, a former NBA
star so unnerved by China that initially he locks himself in his apartment; the Taiwanese point guard, Little
Sun, who is demonized by his mainland Chinese coaches; and the other Chinese players, whose lives
sometimes seem little different from those of factory workers.
 
As readers follow the team on a fascinating road trip through modern China—from glamorous Shanghai and
bureaucratic Beijing to the booming port city Tianjin and the polluted coal capital of Taiyuan—we see Weiss
learn firsthand what so many other foreigners in China have discovered: China changes only when and how
it wants to change.
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From reader reviews:

Jewell Garza:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Brave Dragons: A Chinese Basketball Team, an
American Coach, and Two Cultures Clashing. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So
long as we know about how is important a book Brave Dragons: A Chinese Basketball Team, an American
Coach, and Two Cultures Clashing. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just
a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we could open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel
bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Cynthia Miller:

Here thing why this Brave Dragons: A Chinese Basketball Team, an American Coach, and Two Cultures
Clashing are different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends
in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Brave Dragons: A Chinese Basketball
Team, an American Coach, and Two Cultures Clashing giving you information deeper as different ways, you
can find any guide out there but there is no book that similar with Brave Dragons: A Chinese Basketball
Team, an American Coach, and Two Cultures Clashing. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up
your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around
you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train.
When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Brave Dragons: A Chinese
Basketball Team, an American Coach, and Two Cultures Clashing in e-book can be your choice.

Kenneth Flowers:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this
Brave Dragons: A Chinese Basketball Team, an American Coach, and Two Cultures Clashing.

Evelyn Ross:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that reading is



very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Numerous books
that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Brave Dragons: A Chinese Basketball Team, an
American Coach, and Two Cultures Clashing.
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