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"In Breaking The Bonds, Merril Smith establishes the ambitious goal of determining 'what kind of problems
arose in troubled marriages' and of analyzing 'how men and women coped with marital discord.' . . . To
accomplish this, Smith studied hundreds of divorce petitions, other legal documents, newspapers, almshouse
dockets, and prescriptive literature. She concludes that, as in the present day, married couples fought and
parted over sex, money, and abuse."
—Pennsylvania History

"A richly textured study. . . With an eye to cross-class and cross-race representation, Smith utilizes diverse
sources, including memoirs and diaries, correspondence, probate records, newspaper advertisements,
depositions and petitions for divorce, and various moral reform and social regulatory organization records. . .
. A brave attempt to write a description of 'the development of the Puritan concept of spirtiual growth.' . . .
Gracefully written. . . provides specific new insights into a too-neglected area of early republican domestic
politics."
—William and Mary Quarterly

The late eighteenth century marked a period of changing expectations about marriage: companionship came
to coexist as a norm alongside older patriarchal standards, men and women began to see their roles in more
disparate ways, expectations about the satisfaction of marriage grew, and gender distinctions between
husbands and wives became more complicated. Marital strife was an inevitable outcome of these changing
expectations. The difficulties that rose, including abuse, a lack of sexual communication, and domestic
violence (frequently brought on by alcholism) differ little from those with which couples struggle today.

Breaking The Bonds is an imaginative and original account that brings to light a strongly communicative
world in which neighbors knew of, dinscussed, and even came to the aid of those locked in unhappy
marriages.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Cobble:

Breaking the Bonds: Marital Discord in Pennsylvania, 1730-1830 (The American Social Experience) can be
one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve
has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but still delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into
delight arrangement in writing Breaking the Bonds: Marital Discord in Pennsylvania, 1730-1830 (The
American Social Experience) however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition
to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Dave Edwards:

This Breaking the Bonds: Marital Discord in Pennsylvania, 1730-1830 (The American Social Experience) is
great e-book for you because the content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world
and have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great arrange
word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole
info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with
splendid delivering sentences. Having Breaking the Bonds: Marital Discord in Pennsylvania, 1730-1830
(The American Social Experience) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous
a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book
already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Robert King:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular
book that recommended for your requirements is Breaking the Bonds: Marital Discord in Pennsylvania,
1730-1830 (The American Social Experience) this e-book consist a lot of the information of the condition of
this world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer
value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.

Irene Hoyt:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you



can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Breaking the Bonds:
Marital Discord in Pennsylvania, 1730-1830 (The American Social Experience) which is keeping the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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