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American higher education was transformed between the end of the Civil War and the beginning of World
War I. During this period, U.S. colleges underwent fundamental changes--changes that helped to create the
modern university we know today. Most significantly, the study of the sciences and the humanities
effectively dissolved the Protestant framework of learning by introducing a new secularized curriculum. This
secularization has long been recognized as a decisive turning point in the history of American education.
Until now, however, there has been remarkably little attention paid to the details of how this transformation
came about. Here, at last, Jon Roberts and James Turner identify the forces and explain the events that
reformed the college curriculum during this era.

The first section of the book examines how the study of science became detached from theological
considerations. Previously, one of the primary pursuits of "natural scientists" was to achieve an
understanding of the workings of the divine in earthly events. During the late nineteenth century, however,
scientists reduced the scope of their inquiries to subjects that could be isolated, measured, and studied
objectively. In pursuit of "scientific truth," they were drawn away from the larger "truths" that they had once
sought. On a related path, social scientists began to pursue the study of human society more scientifically,
attempting to generalize principles of behavior from empirically observed events.

The second section describes the revolution that occurred in the humanities, beginning in the mid-nineteenth
century, when the study of humanities was largely the study of Greek and Latin. By 1900, however, the
humanities were much more broadly construed, including such previously unstudied subjects as literature,
philosophy, history, and art history. The "triumph of the humanities" represented a significant change in
attitudes about what constituted academic knowledge and, therefore, what should be a part of the college
curriculum.

The Sacred and the Secular University rewrites the history of higher education in the United States. It will
interest all readers who are concerned about American universities and about how the content of a "college
education" has changed over the course of the last century.

"[Jon Roberts and James Turner's] thoroughly researched and carefully argued presentations invite readers to
revisit stereotypical generalizations and to rethink the premises developed in the late nineteenth century that
underlie the modern university. At the least, their arguments challenge crude versions of the secularization
thesis as applied to higher education."--From the foreword by William G. Bowen and Harold T. Shapiro
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From reader reviews:

Lorenzo Brown:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Sacred and the Secular University.

Erin Cummins:

The book The Sacred and the Secular University make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to
make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or having
big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book The Sacred and the Secular
University to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a reserve
The Sacred and the Secular University. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

David Black:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
identified as of book The Sacred and the Secular University. Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing
the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important that, you
must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Carole Arehart:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With the book
The Sacred and the Secular University we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative
people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book The Sacred and the Secular
University. You can more pleasing than now.
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