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In this lively and provocative book, Michael Coogan guides readers into the ancient past to examine the
iconic Ten Commandments, also known as the Decalogue. How, among all the laws reportedly given on
Mount Sinai, did the Ten Commandments become the Ten Commandments? When did that happen? There
are several versions of the Decalogue in the Old Testament, so how have different groups determined which
is the most authoritative? Why were different versions created?
 
Coogan discusses the meanings the Ten Commandments had for audiences in biblical times and observes
that the form of the ten proscriptions and prohibitions was not fixed—as one would expect since they were
purported to have come directly from God—nor were the Commandments always strictly observed. In later
times as well, Jews and especially Christians ignored and even rejected some of the prohibitions, although
the New Testament clearly acknowledges the special status of the Ten Commandments. Today it is plain that
some of the values enshrined in the Decalogue are no longer defensible, such as the ownership of slaves and
the labeling of women as men’s property. Yet in line with biblical precedents, the author concludes that
while a literal observance of the Ten Commandments is misguided, some of their underlying ideals remain
valid in a modern context.
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From reader reviews:

Pauline Jones:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question since
just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on guardería until university need this specific The Ten Commandments:A Short History of an
Ancient Text to read.

Mary Haskell:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline The Ten
Commandments:A Short History of an Ancient Text suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular
writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Ten Commandments:A Short History of an Ancient Textis a
single of several books that everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the
world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide.
This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of
the world on this book.

Kendrick Mills:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact book
has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The The
Ten Commandments:A Short History of an Ancient Text provide you with a new experience in looking at a
book.

Clark Abeyta:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news.
In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking
the The Ten Commandments:A Short History of an Ancient Text when you essential it?
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