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William Empson was the foremost English literary critic of the twentieth century. He was a man of huge
energy and curiosity, and a genuine eccentric who remained imperturbable in the face of all the extraordinary
circumstances in which he found himself. The discovery of contraceptives in his possession by a bedmaker at
Cambridge University led to his being robbed of a promised Fellowship. Yet Seven Types of Ambiguity,
drafted while he was still an undergraduate, promptly brought him world-wide fame.

Empson invented modern literary criticism in English. He acted too as a cultural fifth-columnist, challenging
received doctrine in life and literature. "It is a very good thing for a poet to be saying something which is
considered very shocking at the time," he maintained. "To become morally independent of one's formative
society . . . is the grandest theme of all literature, because it is the only means of moral progress."

His public life took him through many of the major political events of the modern world -- the rise of
imperialism in Japan, the Sino-Japanese war in China, wartime propaganda for the BBC, and the Chinese
civil war and Communist takeover of Peking in 1949. His friends and critical sparring partners included I. A.
Richards, Kathleen Raine, J. B. S. Haldane, Humphrey Jennings, George Orwell, Robert Lowell, Dylan
Thomas, Stephen Spender, Helen Gardner, and T. S. Eliot.

"It is of great importance now that writers should try to keep a certain world-mindedness," he insisted.
"Without the literatures you cannot have a sense of history, and history is like the balancing-pole of the
tightrope-walker . . . ; and nowadays we very much need the longer balancing-pole of not national but world
history." His passionate world-mindedness, and his humanism, combativeness, and wit, are fully in evidence
in this, the first of two volumes exploring his remarkable life and work.
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Natal:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this William Empson, Volume I:
Among the Mandarins book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Jill White:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This William Empson, Volume I: Among the Mandarins book is readable simply by you who
hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer connected with William
Empson, Volume I: Among the Mandarins content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you even
now thinking William Empson, Volume I: Among the Mandarins is not loveable to be your top checklist
reading book?

Anne Corchado:

William Empson, Volume I: Among the Mandarins can be one of your beginner books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing William Empson, Volume
I: Among the Mandarins although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into
new stage of crucial contemplating.

Kent Brown:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer can be William Empson, Volume I: Among the Mandarins why because the
great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up
this book.
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