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From the award-winning historian and author of Revolutionary Mothers (“Incisive, thoughtful, spiced with
vivid anecdotes. Don’t miss it.”—Thomas  Fleming) and Civil War Wives (“Utterly fresh . . . Sensitive,
poignant, thoroughly fascinating.”—Jay Winik), here is the remarkable life of Elizabeth Patterson Bonaparte,
renowned as the most beautiful woman of nineteenth-century Baltimore, whose marriage in 1803 to Jérôme
Bonaparte, the youngest brother of Napoleon Bonaparte, became inextricably bound to the diplomatic and
political histories of the United States, France, and England.

In Wondrous Beauty, Carol Berkin tells the story of this audacious, outsized life. We see how the news of the
union infuriated Napoleon and resulted in his banning the then pregnant Betsy Bonaparte from disembarking
in any European port, offering his brother the threat of remaining married to that “American girl” and
forfeiting all wealth and power—or renouncing her, marrying a woman of Napoleon’s choice, and reaping
the benefits.

Jérôme ended the marriage posthaste and was made king of Westphalia; Betsy fled to England, gave birth to
her son and only child, Jérôme’s namesake, and was embraced by the English press, who boasted that their
nation had opened its arms to the cruelly abandoned young wife.

Berkin writes that this naïve, headstrong American girl returned to Baltimore a wiser, independent woman,
refusing to seek social redemption or a return to obscurity through a quiet marriage to a member of
Baltimore’s merchant class. Instead she was courted by many, indifferent to all, and initiated a dangerous
game of politics—a battle for a pension from Napoleon—which she won: her pension from the French
government arrived each month until Napoleon’s exile.

Using Betsy Bonaparte’s extensive letters, the author makes clear that the “belle of Baltimore” disdained
America’s obsession with moneymaking, its growing ethos of democracy, and its rigid gender roles that
confined women to the parlor and the nursery; that she sought instead a European society where women
created salons devoted to intellectual life—where she was embraced by many who took into their
confidence, such as Madame de Staël, Madame Récamier, the aging Marquise de Villette (goddaughter of
Voltaire), among others—and  where aristocracy, based on birth and breeding rather than commerce,
dominated society.                                   
             
Wondrous Beauty is a riveting portrait of a woman torn between two worlds, unable to find peace in
either—one a provincial, convention-bound new America; the other a sophisticated, extravagant Old World
Europe that embraced freedoms, a Europe ultimately swallowed up by decadence and idleness.
A stunning revelation of an extraordinary age.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Chambers:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Wondrous Beauty: The Life and Adventures of
Elizabeth Patterson Bonaparte is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Bryant Kelly:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read one
having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Wondrous Beauty: The Life and
Adventures of Elizabeth Patterson Bonaparte is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Julio Rico:

You may spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Wondrous Beauty: The Life and Adventures
of Elizabeth Patterson Bonaparte is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It
is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Hoa Gilkey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. Amount types
of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Wondrous Beauty: The Life and
Adventures of Elizabeth Patterson Bonaparte.
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