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From a single cell - a fertilized egg - comes an elephant, a fly, or a human. How does this astonishing feat
happen? How does the egg 'know' what to become? How does it divide into the different cells, the separate
tissues, the brain, the fingernail - every tiniest detail of the growing foetus?

These are the questions that the field of developmental biology seeks to answer. It is an area that is closely
linked to genetics, evolution, and molecular biology. The processes are deeply rooted in evolutionary history;
the information is held in genes whose vital timings in switching on and off is orchestrated by a host of
proteins expressed by other genes. Timing is of the essence. Here, the distinguished developmental biologist
Lewis Wolpert gives a concise account of what we now know
about development, discussing the first vital steps of growth, the patterning created by Hox genes and the
development of form, embryonic stem cells, the timing of gene expression and its management, chemical
signalling, and growth.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Herndon:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Developmental Biology: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about
how is important some sort of book Developmental Biology: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book
or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to
the library. Let's examine.

Lois Jennings:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Developmental Biology: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Barbara Wheat:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Developmental Biology: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) as the daily resource information.

Joe Williams:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the
books in the top collection in your reading list will be Developmental Biology: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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