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Married or Single?, published in 1857, was Catharine Maria Sedgwick’s final novel and a fitting climax to
the career of one of antebellum America’s first and most successful woman writers. Insisting on women’s
right to choose whether to marry, Married or Single? rejects the stigma of spinsterhood and offers readers a
wider range of options for women in society, recognizing their need and ability to determine the course of
their lives.

 

Sedgwick’s touching, witty, and shrewdly observant novel centers on Grace Herbert, a New York City
socialite who must negotiate the marriage market and also learn to develop her own character and take
control of her own destiny. The story merges a wide range of popular American literary forms—including
the seduction novel, the conversion narrative, the novel of education, and social reform fiction—and
provides a window on many of the cultural and political anxieties of the 1850s beyond marriage, including
immigration, slavery, and urban poverty. Sedgwick’s lifelong concern with women’s duties to the nation as
citizens is demonstrated through her depiction of exemplary women of various backgrounds and
circumstances who illustrate the idea that becoming a worthy human being is more important than becoming
a wife, especially in a democratic society.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Guillen:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Married or Single? (Legacies of Nineteenth-Century
American Women Writers). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important some sort of book Married or Single? (Legacies of Nineteenth-Century American
Women Writers). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely
right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can
be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a
book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to
go to the library. Let's read.

Cindy Moats:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Married or Single? (Legacies of
Nineteenth-Century American Women Writers), you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you
still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Jerry Sonnier:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Married or Single? (Legacies of
Nineteenth-Century American Women Writers) is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach,
train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy
often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Eli Gaddy:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By the
book Married or Single? (Legacies of Nineteenth-Century American Women Writers) we can get more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Just choose
the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book
Married or Single? (Legacies of Nineteenth-Century American Women Writers). You can more appealing
than now.
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