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Randall Lee Gibson of Louisiana offers the first biography of one of Louisiana's most intriguing nineteenth-
century politicians and a founder of Tulane University. Gibson (1832–1892) grew up on his family's sugar
plantation in Terrebonne Parish and was educated at Yale University before studying law at the University of
Louisiana in New Orleans. He purchased a sugar plantation in Lafourche Parish in 1858 and became heavily
involved in the pro-secession faction of the Democratic Party. Elected colonel of the Thirteenth Louisiana
Volunteer Regiment at the start of the Civil War, he commanded a brigade in the Battle of Shiloh and fought
in all of the subsequent campaigns of the Army of Tennessee, concluding in 1865 with the Battle of Spanish
Fort.

As Gibson struggled to establish a law practice in postwar New Orleans, he experienced a profound change
in his thinking and came to believe that the elimination of slavery was the one good outcome of the South's
defeat. Joining Louisiana's Conservative political faction, he advocated for a postwar unification government
that included African Americans. Elected to Congress in 1874, Gibson was directly involved in the creation
of the Electoral Commission that resulted in the Compromise of 1877 and peacefully solved the disputed
1876 presidential election. He crafted legislation for the Mississippi River Commission in 1879, which
eventually resulted in millions of federal dollars for flood control.

Gibson was elected to the U.S. Senate in 1880 and became Louisiana's leading "minister of reconciliation"
with his northern colleagues and its chief political spokesman during the highly volatile Gilded Age. He
deplored the growing gap between the rich and the poor and embraced a reformist agenda that included
federal funding for public schools and legislation for levee construction, income taxes, and the direct election
of senators. This progressive stance made Gibson one of the last patrician Democrats whose noblesse oblige
politics sought common middle ground between the extreme political and social positions of his era. At the
request of wealthy New Orleans merchant Paul Tulane, Gibson took charge of Tulane's educational
endowment and helped design the university that bears Tulane's name, serving as the founding president of
the board of administrators.

Highly readable and thoroughly researched, Mary Gorton McBride's absorbing biography illuminates in
dramatic fashion the life and times of a unique Louisianan.
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From reader reviews:

Hallie Cathey:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Randall Lee Gibson of Louisiana: Confederate General and
New South Reformer (Southern Biography Series). Try to stumble through book Randall Lee Gibson of
Louisiana: Confederate General and New South Reformer (Southern Biography Series) as your pal. It means
that it can to be your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than
ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can know
almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Marlys Wieland:

The e-book with title Randall Lee Gibson of Louisiana: Confederate General and New South Reformer
(Southern Biography Series) has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read
this book. This specific book exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement
of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-
book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Anthony Perez:

The book untitled Randall Lee Gibson of Louisiana: Confederate General and New South Reformer
(Southern Biography Series) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy
approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the
idea. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of
literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you
can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official
web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

Jose Johnson:

You can find this Randall Lee Gibson of Louisiana: Confederate General and New South Reformer
(Southern Biography Series) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to
be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only
through written or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to
now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways
to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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