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THE BOOK OF MAJNUN Translation & Introduction Paul Smith Majnun was a real person! Qays Ibn al-
Mulawwah (Majnun=’madman) was a youth, a Bedouin poet in the seventh century of the Bani Amir tribe in
the Najd desert in Arabia. He fell in love with Layla from the same tribe whom he was denied. (It is said that
Shakespeare was inspired by their tale for Romeo & Juliet from their tragic love story). Most of his recorded
poetry was composed before his descent into love-madness (mast) then through a Perfect Master… his
spiritual unification with his beloved. Nizami’s famous telling of their tale came from these collected poems
(Divan) and other sources. It is here translated into the correct form of the masnavi. Many other Persian,
Turkish and Urdu poets imitated him or wrote their own versions of the story of the height of human love
that became Divine and a selection of them are translated in this book. Here in the form of the qit’as in which
they were composed, is the largest collection of Majnun’s immortal poems translated into English. Included
are four Appendixes, Introduction on his Life & Times and chapters on Arabic Poetry and the Qit’a. Selected
Bibliography. Large format paperback 7” x 10” 336 pages. COMMENTS ON PAUL SMITH’S
TRANSLATION OF HAFIZ’S ‘DIVAN’. “It is not a joke... the English version of ALL the ghazals of Hafiz
is a great feat and of paramount importance. I am astonished. If he comes to Iran I will kiss the fingertips that
wrote such a masterpiece inspired by the Creator of all.” Dr. Mir Mohammad Taghavi (Dr. of Literature)
Tehran. “Superb translations. 99% Hafiz 1% Paul Smith.” Ali Akbar Shapurzman, translator and knower of
Hafiz’s Divan off by heart. “Smith has probably put together the greatest collection of literary facts and
history concerning Hafiz.” Daniel Ladinsky (Penguin Books author). Paul Smith is a poet, author and
translator of many books of Sufi poets of the Persian, Arabic, Urdu, Turkish, Pashtu and other languages
including Hafiz, Sadi, Nizami, Rumi, ‘Attar, Sana’i, Jahan Khatun, Obeyd Zakani, Mu’in, Amir Khusrau,
Nesimi, Kabir, Anvari, Ansari, Jami, Khayyam, Rudaki, Yunus Emre, Lalla Ded, Bulleh Shah, Mahsati,
Iqbal, Ghalib, Nazir, and others, and his own poetry, fiction, plays, biographies, children’s books and
screenplays. www.newhumanitybooksbookheaven.com
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From reader reviews:

Lori Thomas:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
experience happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The The Book of
Majnun is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Tracey Egan:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Book of Majnun as your daily resource
information.

Matthew Williams:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work at this point
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer might be The Book of Majnun why because the excellent cover that make you consider
with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the
outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Irma Murray:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of
news. With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just trying to find the The Book of Majnun when you needed it?
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