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This extensive two-way exchange of letters between Rufus Robbins and members of his family provides a
highly personalized view of the life of a Union soldier, as well as life on the home front in South Abington,
Massachusetts, an important source of war materiel. Enlisting in the Seventh Massachusetts Volunteer
Infantry Regiment at the seasoned age of 31, Rufus carefully crafts letters that are articulate, graphic, and
often witty and that contribute much to our understanding of the daily course of the war. Notes from home
reflect the Robbins family's ever-present worry and concern for Rufus' well-being. His brothers detail their
involvement in the sewing of army boots, an activity for which South Abington held a large contract.

As a confirmed Universalist, Rufus struggled to live a life of faith in the midst of war. His letters
demonstrate the depth of his character, showing both maturity and confidence. However, as the war
continued, one sees his belief in the righteousness of the Union cause, his confidence in God, and his
sometimes naive simplicity replaced with a more realistic form of idealism. In this collection, those
interested in military affairs can learn about the economic workings of the camps, the recreational outlets for
the soldiers, and the grim realities of the Peninsula Campaign, while scholars focussing on civilian life will
gain a greater understanding of the impact of the war on the families and friends left behind.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Elam:

The book Through Ordinary Eyes: The Civil War Correspondence of Rufus Robbins, Private, 7th Regiment,
Massachusetts Volunteers gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting tension or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book Through Ordinary Eyes: The Civil War
Correspondence of Rufus Robbins, Private, 7th Regiment, Massachusetts Volunteers to be your habit, you
can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects.
You could know everything if you like start and read a guide Through Ordinary Eyes: The Civil War
Correspondence of Rufus Robbins, Private, 7th Regiment, Massachusetts Volunteers. Kinds of book are a lot
of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Ronald Johnson:

The book untitled Through Ordinary Eyes: The Civil War Correspondence of Rufus Robbins, Private, 7th
Regiment, Massachusetts Volunteers is the book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality
of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, so the
information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of
Through Ordinary Eyes: The Civil War Correspondence of Rufus Robbins, Private, 7th Regiment,
Massachusetts Volunteers from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Jennifer Knott:

The book with title Through Ordinary Eyes: The Civil War Correspondence of Rufus Robbins, Private, 7th
Regiment, Massachusetts Volunteers contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot
of advantage after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement
of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-
book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Denise Kerrigan:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Through Ordinary Eyes: The Civil War
Correspondence of Rufus Robbins, Private, 7th Regiment, Massachusetts Volunteers as well as others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read
more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping
them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes Through
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