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Recent decades have seen a dramatic shift away from social forms of gambling played around roulette
wheels and card tables to solitary gambling at electronic terminals. Slot machines, revamped by ever more
compelling digital and video technology, have unseated traditional casino games as the gambling industry's
revenue mainstay. Addiction by Design takes readers into the intriguing world of machine gambling, an
increasingly popular and absorbing form of play that blurs the line between human and machine, compulsion
and control, risk and reward.

Drawing on fifteen years of field research in Las Vegas, anthropologist Natasha Dow Schüll shows how the
mechanical rhythm of electronic gambling pulls players into a trancelike state they call the "machine zone,"
in which daily worries, social demands, and even bodily awareness fade away. Once in the zone, gambling
addicts play not to win but simply to keep playing, for as long as possible--even at the cost of physical and
economic exhaustion. In continuous machine play, gamblers seek to lose themselves while the gambling
industry seeks profit. Schüll describes the strategic calculations behind game algorithms and machine
ergonomics, casino architecture and "ambience management," player tracking and cash access systems--all
designed to meet the market's desire for maximum "time on device." Her account moves from casino floors
into gamblers' everyday lives, from gambling industry conventions and Gamblers Anonymous meetings to
regulatory debates over whether addiction to gambling machines stems from the consumer, the product, or
the interplay between the two.

Addiction by Design is a compelling inquiry into the intensifying traffic between people and machines of
chance, offering clues to some of the broader anxieties and predicaments of contemporary life. At stake in
Schüll's account of the intensifying traffic between people and machines of chance is a blurring of the line
between design and experience, profit and loss, control and compulsion.
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From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Kang:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Addiction by Design:
Machine Gambling in Las Vegas suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in this
era. The book untitled Addiction by Design: Machine Gambling in Las Vegasis the main one of several
books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the world. When
you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author explained
their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book.
This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the
world with this book.

Ruth Williams:

Often the book Addiction by Design: Machine Gambling in Las Vegas has a lot info on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles
author makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after perusing this book.

Bernice Bland:

This Addiction by Design: Machine Gambling in Las Vegas is great book for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Addiction by Design: Machine Gambling in Las Vegas in your hand like getting the world
in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten
or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and
Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?

Martha Bryant:

This Addiction by Design: Machine Gambling in Las Vegas is brand new way for you who has interest to
look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Addiction by Design:
Machine Gambling in Las Vegas can be the light food for you because the information inside this book is
easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone,
that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even
dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what
you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for



your better life and also knowledge.
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