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Body of State offers a translation of Marco Baliani’s acclaimed dramatic monologue, Corpo di stato,
concerning the 1978 kidnapping and assassination of Italian Prime Minister Aldo Moro by the terrorist Red
Brigades. Corpo di stato was commissioned by Italian state television in 1998 to commemorate the twentieth
anniversary of the “Moro Affair.” Baliani’s monologue, refracted through the prism of the intervening
twenty years, consists of a merciless self-examination, alternately anguished and affectionate, in an effort to
confront his generation's complicity in the dissolution of Italian politics in the wake of the national trauma of
Moro's murder. Through over a hundred performances since its 1998 debut, the piece has evolved in
response to the forceful reactions of Italian audiences. The first draft of this English translation offered the
supertitles for performances in Baliani's 2009 U.S. tour, and was subsequently expanded to reflect the most
recent version of the text.

This unique volume features a translation of the dramatic monologue, embedding it in a context that richly
documents the events. The volume includes a preface by translator and performance studies scholar Ron
Jenkins, a critical introduction, Baliani’s thoughts about the 1998 production for Italian television, an
interview with Baliani and his artistic collaborator, Maria Maglietta, and the afterword they wrote in light of
the 2009 tour. In addition, Body of State provides precious documentation in the form of reviews, contributed
by scholars, students, and spectators, of Baliani’s 2009 North American tour.

A celebrated author and performer, Marco Baliani is well known as one of the originators of the “theater of
narration.” Starting in 1978, his first performances grew directly from his engagement in radical politics. In
1989 he adapted Heinrich von Kleist’s novella, Kohlhaas (1989), into a riveting monologue which he
performed on a bare stage, sitting on a chair for ninety minutes. Kohlhaas marked his passage to a “pure”
theater of narration and is today a classic of the genre.
Since Kohlhaas, Baliani has shown interest in social, political, and literary themes. Recurring in his work are
the psychological and ethical tensions that arise when the search for justice clashes with power or social
injustice.
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From reader reviews:

Randy Johnson:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent
the entire day to reading a guide. The book Body of State: A Nation Divided (The Fairleigh Dickinson
University Press Series in Italian Studies) it is very good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended
this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create this
book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price
is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Patrick Spradlin:

The reason? Because this Body of State: A Nation Divided (The Fairleigh Dickinson University Press Series
in Italian Studies) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but
latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who
have write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining
method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this
anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have
got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having
that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Shameka Nye:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Body of State: A Nation Divided (The Fairleigh Dickinson University Press Series in Italian Studies) the
mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for
but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one type
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get before. The Body of State: A Nation Divided (The
Fairleigh Dickinson University Press Series in Italian Studies) giving you another experience more than
blown away your head but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let
us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Dana Register:

The book untitled Body of State: A Nation Divided (The Fairleigh Dickinson University Press Series in
Italian Studies) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The
language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read



that. The book was published by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of literary works.
You can actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read
the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their
official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.
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