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'Anyone with the smallest interest in composition - not just concertos but novels, buildings, lives, you
name it, should read this absorbing, spiky, dazzling book.' Adam Thirwell, TLS Books of the Year

Harrison Birtwistle is recognised worldwide as one of the greatest of living composers, behind such works of
trail-blazingly modern classical music as The Shadow of Night and The Mask of Orpheus, famously staged at
the English National Opera in 1986, and winner of the Grawemeyer Award. His music is both deeply
original and highly personal, yet he has always been notoriously reticent about explaining either his music or
himself. In this 'conversation diary', spanning six months, he talks openly to the distinguished writer and
critic Fiona Maddocks (author of the acclaimed Hildegard of Bingen: The Woman of her Age), offering rare
insights into the challenges, uncertainties and rewards which have shaped his life and work since childhood,
and which remain with him today as he enters his ninth decade.

We see the composer in the privacy of his Wiltshire studio and garden, and in the public glare of the elite
Salzburg and Aldeburgh Festivals. But mostly he is at his kitchen table, talking about the essential aspects of
his life - family, cooking, cricket, landscape, pruning trees - and reflecting on the never easy-process of
composition. What distinguishes him and his remarkable music is an ability to see the extraordinary in the
everyday, giving rise to work that is both elemental and profound. For anyone concerned with the future of
music this book is essential reading.
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From reader reviews:

James Alvarez:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Harrison Birtwistle: Wild Tracks - A Conversation Diary with Fiona
Maddocks.

Randy Garrison:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book called Harrison
Birtwistle: Wild Tracks - A Conversation Diary with Fiona Maddocks? Maybe it is to be best activity for
you. You realize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do
you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Albert Christensen:

The book Harrison Birtwistle: Wild Tracks - A Conversation Diary with Fiona Maddocks can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the
best thing like a book Harrison Birtwistle: Wild Tracks - A Conversation Diary with Fiona Maddocks?
Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us.
It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you
take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Harrison Birtwistle: Wild
Tracks - A Conversation Diary with Fiona Maddocks has simple shape but you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Barbara Corbin:

This Harrison Birtwistle: Wild Tracks - A Conversation Diary with Fiona Maddocks book is simply not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. That Harrison Birtwistle: Wild Tracks - A Conversation Diary with
Fiona Maddocks without we understand teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry Harrison Birtwistle: Wild Tracks - A Conversation Diary with Fiona
Maddocks can bring once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you



can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This Harrison Birtwistle: Wild Tracks - A Conversation
Diary with Fiona Maddocks having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.
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