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In 1959, seventeen-year-old Gary Presley was standing in line, wearing his favorite cowboy boots and
waiting for his final inoculation of Salk vaccine. Seven days later, a bad headache caused him to skip
basketball practice, tell his dad that he was too ill to feed the calves, and walk from barn to bed with shaky,
dizzying steps. He never walked again. By the next day, burning with the fever of polio, he was fastened into
the claustrophobic cocoon of the iron lung that would be his home for the next three months. Set among the
hardscrabble world of the Missouri Ozarks, sizzling with sarcasm and acerbic wit, his memoir tells the story
of his journey from the iron lung to life in a wheelchair.

Presley is no wheelchair hero, no inspiring figure preaching patience and gratitude. An army brat turned farm
kid, newly arrived in a conservative rural community, he was immobilized before he could take the next step
toward adulthood. Prevented, literally, from taking that next step, he became cranky and crabby, anxious and
alienated, a rolling responsibility crippled not just by polio but by anger and depression, “a crip all over,
starting with the brain.” Slowly, however, despite the limitations of navigating in a world before the
Americans with Disabilities Act, he builds an independent life.

Now, almost fifty years later, having worn out wheelchair after wheelchair, survived post-polio syndrome,
and married the woman of his dreams, Gary has redefined himself as Gimp, more ready to act out than to
speak up, ironic, perceptive, still cranky and intolerant but more accepting, more able to find joy in his
family and his newfound religion. Despite the fact that he detests pity, can spot condescension from miles
away, and refuses to play the role of noble victim, he writes in a way that elicits sympathy and understanding
and laughter. By giving his readers the unromantic truth about life in a wheelchair, he escapes stereotypes
about people with disabilities and moves toward a place where every individual is irreplaceable.
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From reader reviews:

Caroline Petrie:

The book Seven Wheelchairs: A Life beyond Polio gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time.
You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Seven
Wheelchairs: A Life beyond Polio being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like available
and read a book Seven Wheelchairs: A Life beyond Polio. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Nakia Schultz:

The book Seven Wheelchairs: A Life beyond Polio can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Seven
Wheelchairs: A Life beyond Polio? Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim
which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book
Seven Wheelchairs: A Life beyond Polio has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function
for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Edward McCain:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled Seven
Wheelchairs: A Life beyond Polio your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written
in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just
before. The Seven Wheelchairs: A Life beyond Polio giving you an additional experience more than blown
away your head but also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate
the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like
winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Shari Villa:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more
time to be learn. Seven Wheelchairs: A Life beyond Polio can be your answer since it can be read by you
who have those short free time problems.
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