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An introduction to literary theory unlike any other, Ten Lessons in Theory engages its readers with three
fundamental premises. The first premise is that a genuinely productive understanding of theory depends upon
a considerably more sustained encounter with the foundational writings of Hegel, Marx, Nietzsche, and
Freud than any reader is likely to get from the introductions to theory that are currently available. The second
premise involves what Fredric Jameson describes as "the conviction that of all the writing called theoretical,
Lacan's is the richest." Entertaining this conviction, the book pays more (and more careful) attention to the
richness of Lacan's writing than does any other introduction to literary theory. The third and most distinctive
premise of the book is that literary theory isn't simply theory "about" literature, but that theory fundamentally
is literature, after all.

Ten Lessons in Theory argues, and even demonstrates, that "theoretical writing" is nothing if not a specific
genre of "creative writing," a particular way of engaging in the art of the sentence, the art of making
sentences that make trouble-sentences that make, or desire to make, radical changes in the very fabric of
social reality.

As its title indicates, the book proceeds in the form of ten "lessons," each based on an axiomatic sentence
selected from the canon of theoretical writing. Each lesson works by creatively unpacking its featured
sentence and exploring the sentence's conditions of possibility and most radical implications. In the course of
exploring the conditions and consequences of these troubling sentences, the ten lessons work and play
together to articulate the most basic assumptions and motivations supporting theoretical writing, from its
earliest stirrings to its most current turbulences.

Provided in each lesson is a working glossary: specific critical keywords are boldfaced on their first
appearance and defined either in the text or in a footnote. But while each lesson constitutes a precise
explication of the working terms and core tenets of theoretical writing, each also attempts to exemplify theory
as a "practice of creativity" (Foucault) in itself.
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From reader reviews:

Tonya Deschamps:

The particular book Ten Lessons in Theory: An Introduction to Theoretical Writing has a lot info on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point
easily after reading this book.

Evan Reyes:

Ten Lessons in Theory: An Introduction to Theoretical Writing can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Ten
Lessons in Theory: An Introduction to Theoretical Writing but doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Molly Wilson:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to share. You
can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will observe that
now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to your account is
Ten Lessons in Theory: An Introduction to Theoretical Writing this guide consist a lot of the information on
the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words
styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes
this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

Lisa Williams:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This guide Ten Lessons in Theory: An Introduction to Theoretical Writing was filled
about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.
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