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Begun about 1307 and completed in 1321, Dante's sublime poetic masterpiece, The Divine Comedy, is one of
the world's great works of literature. It comprises an extraordinarily vivid and imaginative account of the
poet's allegorical journey through the afterlife. Complementing its depiction of the world beyond, the poem's
abundant allusions to earthly history and politics, vivid portrayals of Dante's friends and enemies, and many
references to contemporary Italian affairs make it an intensely human, realistic portrait of life on earth.
Led in his travels by the classical poet Virgil, Dante descends through the nine circles of Hell, where
punishment is determined by the gravity of the sinner's transgressions. He then ascends the mountain of
Purgatory, encountering souls atoning for their misdeeds, and, at the summit, is met at the entrance to
Paradise by Beatrice, his beloved. Throughout his pilgrimage, he meets characters drawn from ancient
Roman and medieval times (philosophers, heroes, emperors, popes, and politicians, among others) as well as
numerous personalities from the Italy of his day.
This dual-language edition includes the complete texts of 33 of the original 100 cantos or "songs"; each
omitted canto is summarized in its proper place to provide continuity. The selection of cantos and the
excellent line-for-line translations from Italian into English are by Stanley Appelbaum, who also has
provided an informative Introduction and useful notes.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Guyer:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This The Divine Comedy Selected Cantos: A
Dual-Language Book (Dover Dual Language Italian) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Erica Logan:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject The Divine
Comedy Selected Cantos: A Dual-Language Book (Dover Dual Language Italian) suitable to you? The
actual book was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Divine Comedy
Selected Cantos: A Dual-Language Book (Dover Dual Language Italian)is a single of several books which
everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book
you will enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the
simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give
you a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this
book.

James Turco:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The The Divine Comedy
Selected Cantos: A Dual-Language Book (Dover Dual Language Italian) provide you with a new experience
in examining a book.

Bonnie Camacho:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Divine Comedy Selected Cantos: A Dual-
Language Book (Dover Dual Language Italian) can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know.
You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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