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Once maligned as a swampy outpost, the fledgling city of Chicago brazenly adopted the motto Urbs in Horto
or City in a Garden, in 1837. Chicago Gardens shows how this upstart town earned its sobriquet over the
next century, from the first vegetable plots at Fort Dearborn to innovative garden designs at the 1933
World’s Fair.

            Cathy Jean Maloney has spent decades researching the city’s horticultural heritage, and here she
reveals the unusual history of Chicago’s first gardens. Challenged by the region’s clay soil, harsh winters,
and fierce winds, Chicago’s pioneering horticulturalists, Maloney demonstrates, found imaginative uses for
hardy prairie plants. This same creative spirit thrived in the city’s local fruit and vegetable markets,
encouraging the growth of what would become the nation’s produce hub. The vast plains that surrounded
Chicago, meanwhile, inspired early landscape architects, such as Frederick Law Olmsted, Jens Jensen, and
O.C. Simonds, to new heights of grandeur.  

            Maloney does not forget the backyard gardeners: immigrants who cultivated treasured seeds and
pioneers who planted native wildflowers. Maloney’s vibrant depictions of Chicagoans like “Bouquet Mary,”
a flower peddler who built a greenhouse empire, add charming anecdotal evidence to her argument–that
Chicago’s garden history rivals that of New York or London and ensures its status as a world-class capital of
horticultural innovation.      

            With exquisite archival photographs, prints, and postcards, as well as field guide descriptions of
living legacy gardens for today’s visitors, Chicago Gardens will delight green-thumbs from all parts of the
world.

Please note: The digital edition does not include 2 of the 177 images that appear in the physical edition.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Holmes:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Chicago Gardens: The Early History (Center
for American Places - Center Books on American Places) book as this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Susan Parker:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Chicago
Gardens: The Early History (Center for American Places - Center Books on American Places), it is possible
to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones,
make them reading a reserve.

Terri Root:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
the entire day to reading a book. The book Chicago Gardens: The Early History (Center for American Places
- Center Books on American Places) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this
book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver
this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart
phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

Frances Wiggins:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
large amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read
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