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A groundbreaking work which was first published in Beirut in the year 2000 by Riad el-Rayyes, I Am You
(Ana Hiya Anti) is the only novel in Arabic which deals exclusively with the subject of female
homosexuality in the Middle East. This critical translation of Elham Mansour's Lebanese novel provides a
rare insight into the prevalent attitudes towards lesbianism in the Arabic mainstream, whilst also casting a
light on that which is often hidden from the public gaze-the lives of some gay and bisexual women. This
long awaited critical translation provides the English reader access to a novel which deals candidly and
positively with one of the most important and taboo issues of contemporary Arab society--(homo)sexuality.
The novel is translated and introduced by Samar Habib (author of Female Homosexuality in the Middle East)
with a foreword by Rebecca Beirne (editor of Televising Queer Women: A Reader)--both critical
commentaries help the reader situate the novel within a dynamic historical framework and a broader
LGBTIQ context. "This book provides a narrative that depicts everyday lives of lesbians in the Middle East,
moving beyond seeing victims of homophobic laws, in order to explore their desires and the possibilities for
living life outside societal parameters. I Am You is unique in that it is the first novel published in Arabic to
truly take up lesbianism as an issue, and I would argue, a cause. For indeed, it is a highly political novel,
questioning every prevailing societal belief about homosexuality, and contending that homosexuality is a
natural phenomenon. As the first text of its kind, I Am You will no doubt one day take its place as a lesbian
literary classic, but, more importantly, it outs lesbianism in the Arab world (and specifically, in Lebanon),
acting as survival literature, and perhaps, opening up a door for further lesbian representation in Arabic
culture." - Dr. Rebecca Beirne, Author of Lesbians in Television and Text after the Millennium and editor of
TelevisingQueer Women: A Reader
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From reader reviews:

Robert Brown:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book I Am You (Ana Hiya
Anti): A Novel on Lesbian Desire in the Middle East. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods.
You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Michael Hollinger:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This I Am You (Ana Hiya Anti): A Novel on
Lesbian Desire in the Middle East is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as
this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Marc Dean:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day long
to reading a e-book. The book I Am You (Ana Hiya Anti): A Novel on Lesbian Desire in the Middle East it
is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book.
You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has
high quality.

John Parish:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like I Am You (Ana Hiya Anti): A
Novel on Lesbian Desire in the Middle East which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's observe.
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