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"It is [a] fully illuminated story that Richard Taruskin, in the path-breaking essays collected here, unfolds
around Modest Musorgsky, Russia's greatest national composer.... [Taruskin's] tour de force comes with a
frontal attack on all the Soviet-bred truisms that for a century have refashioned Musorgsky from what the
evidence suggests he was--an aristocrat with an early clinical interest in true-to-life musical portraiture and a
later penchant for drinking partners who were both folklore buffs and political reactionaries democrat."--
From the foreword

Incorporating both new and now-classic essays, this book for the first time sets the vocal works of Modest
Musorgsky in a fully detailed cultural, political, and historical context. From this perspective Richard
Taruskin revises fundamentally the composer's historical and artistic image, in particular debunking the
century-old dogmas of Vladimir Stasov, Musorgsky's first biographer. Here the author offers the most
complete explanation of the revision of the opera Boris Godunov, compares it to contemporaneous operas by
Chaikovsky and Rimsky-Korsakov, advances a revisionary characterization of Khovanshchina as an
aristocratic tragedy informed by a pessimistic view of history, discusses Musorgsky's use of folklore, and,
focusing on Sorochintsi Fair, brings to a climax his refutation of Musorgsky as a protorevolutionary
populist. The epilogue is a survey of revisionary productions of Musorgsky's works at home during the
Gorbachev era.
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From reader reviews:

Hector Hartung:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Musorgsky. You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book Musorgsky. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can
learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple
thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Terry Pullen:

The actual book Musorgsky will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The
author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read, this book very
appropriate to you. The book Musorgsky is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book
from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Melissa Sands:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Musorgsky your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that
maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then
become one contact form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The Musorgsky
giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your
better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be
pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Jennifer Pittman:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Musorgsky can be the reply,
oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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