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A stunning debut from an award-winning poet.

Populating a small town in the Pacific Northwest, the characters in Lucia Perillo’s story collection all resist
giving the world what it expects of them and are surprised when the world comes roaring back.

An addict trapped in a country house becomes obsessed with vacuum cleaners and the people who sell them
door-to-door. An abandoned woman seeks consolation in tales of armed robbery told by one of her fellow
suburban housewives. An accidental mother struggles to answer her daughter’s badgering about her
paternity. And in three stories readers meet Louisa, a woman with Down syndrome who serves as an
accomplice to her younger sister’s sexual exploits and her aging mother’s fantasies of revenge.

Together, Happiness Is a Chemical in the Brain is a sharp-edged, witty testament to the ambivalence of
emotions, the way they pull in directions that often cancel one another out or twist their subjects into knots.
In lyrical prose, Perillo draws on her training as a naturalist and a poet to map the terrain of the comic and
the tragic, asking how we draw the boundaries between these two zones. What’s funny, what’s
heartbreaking, and who gets to decide?
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From reader reviews:

Johnny Allen:

This book untitled Happiness Is a Chemical in the Brain: Stories to be one of several books which best seller
in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will
easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Avril Morris:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Happiness Is a Chemical in the Brain: Stories this reserve consist a lot of
the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer
made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.

Marjorie Cook:

This Happiness Is a Chemical in the Brain: Stories is brand-new way for you who has curiosity to look for
some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you
know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this Happiness Is a Chemical in the Brain:
Stories can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get
by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in
the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the
answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with
knowledge.

Beverly Turner:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go
to right now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Happiness Is a Chemical in the Brain: Stories can make you truly feel
more interested to read.
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